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RANGERS, INC. 
 
 

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

CENTRAL DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA, WESTERN DIVISION 

 

CORY SPENCER, an individual; 
DIANA MILENA REED, an 
individual; and COASTAL 
PROTECTION RANGERS, INC., a 
California non-profit public benefit 
corporation, 
 

Plaintiffs, 

 CASE NO. 2:16-cv-02129-SJO (RAOx) 
 
DECLARATION OF JOHN W. INNIS 
IN SUPPORT OF PLAINTIFFS' 
MOTION FOR CLASS 
CERTIFICATION 
 
Judge: Hon. S. James Otero 
Date: February 21, 2017 
Time: 10:00 a.m. 
Crtrm.: 10C, 1st Street Courthouse 
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v. 

 
LUNADA BAY BOYS; THE 
INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS OF THE 
LUNADA BAY BOYS, including but 
not limited to SANG LEE, BRANT 
BLAKEMAN, ALAN JOHNSTON 
AKA JALIAN JOHNSTON,  
MICHAEL RAE PAPAYANS, 
ANGELO FERRARA, FRANK 
FERRARA, CHARLIE FERRARA, 
and N. F.; CITY OF PALOS 
VERDES ESTATES; CHIEF OF 
POLICE JEFF KEPLEY, in his 
representative capacity; and DOES 
1-10,  
 

Defendants. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Complaint Filed: March 29, 2016 
Trial Date:  November 7, 2017 
 

 

I, John W. Innis, declare as follows: 

1. I have lived in Hermosa Beach, California for more than 30 

years.  I have personal knowledge of the matters stated in this declaration 

and, if called as a witness, could and would testify competently as to its 

contents.   

2. I attended Santa Monica College and obtained my associate's 

degree in Electronic Engineering Technology in 1977.  I currently work as a 

Contract Engineer for Northrup Grumman.   

3. I enjoy visiting the beach, surfing, and being outdoors.  Surfing is 

a great sport and much more physical than one might think.  The sport of 

surfing is a lot of fun.  I have surfed in Hawaii, Bluff Cove at Palos Verdes 

Estates, and other great surf locations.   

4. In 1998, I had a verbal altercation with a man while visiting 

Lunada Bay.  I was seated on the bluff at Lunada Bay, trying to take pictures 
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of the surf.  I had my tripod on the bluff, and I could have been mistaken for 

a professional photographer based on the size of the lens.  As I was 

positioning my camera towards the water, my view-finder suddenly went 

black.  There was a man standing right in front of my lens, deliberately 

blocking my view, even though there was no one around on either side of 

us.  The man told me that I should not be taking pictures of local surfers.  I 

did not like the way he had blocked my camera or his hostile tone when he 

spoke to me.  I told him that I had a right to be there.  After a 2 to 3 minute 

argument between myself and the man, I packed up my gear and left 

Lunada Bay rather than getting into a physical altercation with him.  I did not 

want the argument to escalate further, nor did I want my property to get 

damaged.  Even though the man did not attack me physically, I believed it 

was clear that he was trying to intimidate me.   

5. I was so incensed after the exchange that I drove to the nearest 

pay phone to call the police.  I drove just up the road from Lunada Bay to the 

local gas station to call the sheriff to make a report.  However, before I could 

get my change into the pay phone to make the call, the same man who 

harassed me on the bluff drove up the hill in a white pickup truck with a 

second man in the passenger seat and they exited their vehicle.  They 

stared me down in the phone booth as they went into the liquor store that is 

adjacent to the gas station, trying to further intimidate me.  Rather than call 

the police from that location, I decided to get leave.  I drove straight from the 

gas station to the police station. 

6. I went to the Palos Verdes Estates police station to file a 

complaint.  The police acted indifferent to my story.  They said they were not 

going to send someone out to the beach for that type of behavior, but I could 

fill out a complaint.  I filed Complaint Number 980329026 on March 29, 

1998.  Officer Dave P. Blitz took my statement.  After I filed the complaint, 
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the police never called me to follow up on it.  It was not until years later 

when I personally requested a copy of the police report that I learned that 

the police followed up with the aggressor from the bluff.  The Palos Verdes 

Estates Police never notified me that they had investigated my complaint, or 

that they had spoken to the man regarding his behavior.   

7. Since the incident in 1998, I have returned to Lunada Bay and I 

have not had any further altercations with the men there.  It is my belief that I 

have not been harassed because I limit my visits to the bluffs, rather than 

going down to the beach to surf.  The men I believe are known as Bay Boys 

seem to hang out near the trailhead entrance, so whenever I visit I try to 

avoid the trailhead altogether.  I would not even contemplate walking down 

that trail to the beach for fear of being harassed or assaulted.   

8. I am informed that the men's behavior is supposed to be getting 

better at Lunada Bay in this last year or so, but I do not believe it.  It is my 

belief that any improved behavior is only because people are scrutinizing 

them now.  Another reason that I do not believe it is getting better is 

because people that are hassled do report every incident, i.e., they go 

somewhere else rather than report it to the police.  Perhaps it has gotten 

better, but coincidentally the same year that I filed my complaint with the 

police in 1998, Easy Reader magazine claimed there had been "no 

incidents" at Lunada Bay that year.  I know that to be untrue because I filed 

a complaint with the Palos Verdes Estates police department that year.  

Therefore, it is my belief that either my complaint did not show up in the 

police files, or the magazine chose not to report the complaint.   

/ / / 

/ / / 

/ / / 

/ / / 
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