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DIANA MILENA REED, an 
individual; and COASTAL 
PROTECTION RANGERS, INC., a 
California non-profit public benefit 
corporation, 
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v. 

 
LUNADA BAY BOYS; THE 
INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS OF THE 
LUNADA BAY BOYS, including but 
not limited to SANG LEE, BRANT 
BLAKEMAN, ALAN JOHNSTON 
AKA JALIAN JOHNSTON,  
MICHAEL RAE PAPAYANS, 
ANGELO FERRARA, FRANK 
FERRARA, CHARLIE FERRARA, 
and N. F.; CITY OF PALOS 
VERDES ESTATES; CHIEF OF 
POLICE JEFF KEPLEY, in his 
representative capacity; and DOES 
1-10,  
 

Defendants. 

 1st Street Courthouse 
 
 
 

 

I, Victor Otten, declare as follows: 

1. I am an attorney licensed to practice under the laws of the State 

of California and am duly admitted to practice before this court.  I have been 

practicing law for 23 years.  I am co-counsel in this matter with Hanson 

Bridgett LLP.  I have first-chaired at least 100 trials and am experienced 

litigating complex civil matters, including Coastal Act claims.  Additionally, I 

owned a business making surfboards called Stickman Surfboards, which at 

one time was in more than 220 shops worldwide.  I made surfboards for 

thousands of people, including several professional surfers including Pauline 

Menczer who was a world-champion on the Association of Surfing 

Professionals' WCT tour.  My surfboards have been used by my team riders 

at some of the biggest waves in California, Hawaii and other parts of the 

world.  I am an attorney of record for Plaintiffs Cory Spencer, Diana Milena 

Reed, and the Coastal Protection Rangers, Inc. (Plaintiffs) in this matter.  I 
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have personal knowledge of the facts set forth herein, except as to those 

stated on information and belief and, as to those, I am informed and believe 

them to be true.  If called as a witness, I could and would competently testify 

to the matters stated herein.  

2. Attached as Exhibit 1 is a true and correct copy of relevant 

excerpts from the deposition of Chief of Police Jeff Kepley, taken on October 

10, 2016 in Irvine, California. 

3. Attached as Exhibit 2 is a true and correct copy of a map of 

Palos Verdes Estates, which is available on the City of Palos Verdes 

Estates' website at http://www.pvestates.org/home/showdocument?id=19.  

4. Attached as Exhibit 3 is a true and correct copy of an email 

produced by Defendant Sang Lee in this matter and its Bates Stamped Lee 

0000001 - Lee 00000003. 

5. Attached as Exhibit 4 is a true and correct copy of an email 

produced by Defendant Sang Lee in this matter and its Bates Stamped Lee 

00000591. 

6. Attached as Exhibit 5 is a true and correct copy of an email 

produced by Defendant Sang Lee in this matter and its Bates Stamped Lee 

00000015. 

7. Attached as Exhibit 6 is a true and correct copy of an email 

produced by Defendant Sang Lee in this matter and its Bates Stamped Lee 

00000596.  

8. Attached as Exhibit 7 is a true and correct copy of an email 

produced by Defendant Sang Lee in this matter and its Bates Stamped Lee 

00000014. 

9. Attached as Exhibit 8 is a true and correct copy of relevant 

excerpts from the deposition of Defendant Angelo Ferrara, taken on October 

10, 2016 in Irvine, California. 
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10. Attached as Exhibit 9 is a true and correct copy of a document 

produced during discovery by Defendant Alan Johnston depicting several 

screen shots of a group text.  This document was not bates stamped by 

Defendant Johnston prior to production. 

11. Attached as Exhibit 10 is a true and correct copy of a February 

12, 1995 Memorandum from Palos Verdes Estates Police Chief Gary E. 

Johansen to Palos Verdes Estates City Manager James B. Hendrickson.  

This document was produced by the City of Palos Verdes Estates pursuant 

to a Public Records Act request and is Bates stamped CITY1938 – 

CITY1940. 

12. Attached as Exhibit 11 is a true and correct copy of a January 3-

4, 2016 email string authored by Police Chief Kepley and produced by the 

City of Palos Verdes Estates pursuant to a Public Records Act request.  

These documents are Bates stamped CITY1786 – CITY1787. 

13. Attached as Exhibit 12 is a true and correct copy of a video 

filmed by The Guardian newspaper and produced during discovery by 

Plaintiffs.  This video is Bates stamped PLTF002054.mp4. 

14. Attached as Exhibit 13 is a true and correct copy of an email 

string between Chief Kepley and PVE City Manager Anton Dahlerbruch 

dated May 20, 2015.  This document was produced by the City of Palos 

Verdes Estates pursuant to a Public Records Act request.  These 

documents are Bates stamped CITY1111 – CITY1112. 

15. Attached as Exhibit 14 is a true and correct copy of a March 11, 

2016 Memorandum from City Manager Anton Dahlerbruch to the City of 

PVE's Mayor and City Councilmembers.  This document was produced by 

the City of Palos Verdes Estates pursuant to a Public Records Act request.  

These documents are Bates stamped CITY1102 – CITY1103. 

16. Attached as Exhibit 15 is a true and correct copy of relevant 
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excerpts from the deposition of Brant Blakeman, which was taken on 

November 21, 2016 in Hermosa Beach, California. 

17. Attached as Exhibit 16 is a true and correct copy of relevant 

excerpts from the deposition of Anton Dahlerbruch, which was taken on 

November 18, 2016 in Irvine, California. 

18. Attached as Exhibit 17 is a true and correct copy of an email 

exchange between Charles Mowat and Anton Dahlerbruch, dated February 

5, 2016.  This document was produced by the City of Palos Verdes Estates 

pursuant to a Public Records Act request and is Bates stamped CITY1016. 

19. Attached as Exhibit 18 is a true and correct copy of an email 

exchange between Michael Thiel and Anton Dahlerbruch, dated February 8, 

2016.   

20. Attached as Exhibit 19 is a true and correct copy of an email 

exchange between Michael S. Papayans and Anton Dahlerbruch, dated 

February 8, 2016.  This document was produced by the City of Palos Verdes 

Estates pursuant to a Public Records Act request and is Bates stamped 

CITY1016. 

21. Attached as Exhibit 20 is a true and correct copy of an online 

posting to Nextdoor Malaga Cove on December 31, 2015 by Palos Verdes 

Estates Police Chief Jeff Kepley.  This document was produced by the City 

of Palos Verdes Estates pursuant to a Public Records Act request and is 

Bates stamped CITY1082 - CITY1084. 

22. Attached as Exhibit 21 is a true and correct copy of letter that 

my client, Christopher Taloa, received on December 5, 2016 from John 

Houghan, an investigator hired by the defense in this case.  I am informed 

and believe that Mr. Houghan was hired by Defendant Blakeman's attorneys 

at Veatch Carlson, LLP.  Mr. Blakeman's attorneys should have been 

previously aware that Mr. Taloa was represented by counsel because 
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plaintiffs’ initial disclosures pursuant to  F.R.C.P. 26(a)(1) state that Mr. 

Taloa and certain witness could be contacted through Plaintiffs’ counsel. 

Moreover, during the meet and confer demand by Blakemans attorneys 

regarding the sufficiency of Plaintiffs disclosures and the information 

provided, I made it clear that certain witnesses including Mr. Taloa were 

represented by Hanson Bridgett and Otten Law, PC.  Mr. Taloa was 

nonetheless contacted without my knowledge.  Mr. Taloa was instructed, per 

Mr. Houghan's letter, that "[w]hile you are not under any obligation to speak 

to me, your decision to only speak to the plaintiffs may impact your credibility 

at trial."  (Emphasis added.)  I called Mr. Houghan and asked who he was 

hired by.  He refused to answer.  He said that he had to ask the firm that 

hired him and that he would get back to me.  I gave him my phone number. 

He never called me back and instead he sent an email to 

admin@ottenlawpc.com which I seldom check.  I also asked him to refrain 

from contacting represented parties, and that his letter had an impermissible 

threatening tone. 

23. I would estimate that 6 witnesses who were listed on Plaintiffs' 

initial and supplemental disclosures in addition to several other witnesses 

are being intimidated and discouraged from participating in this lawsuit.  I 

have been told that although they would like to assist in this case, and they 

support its goals, they are too worried about what the Bay Boys (including 

the individually-named defendants) might to do them if their name is made 

public.   

24. Attached as Exhibit 22 is a true and correct copy of the 

homepage for Palos Verdes Homes Association, available at 

http://pvha.org/.     

25. As Class Counsel in this matter, I intend to prosecute this action 

vigorously in furtherance of the purpose of returning Lunada Bay to the 
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public.  I have no conflicts with unnamed class members.  I am informed and 

believe that the named plaintiffs in this matter do not have any conflicts with 

unnamed members of the class. 

 
I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the United States 

that the foregoing is true and correct.  Executed December 28, 2016, in 

Torrance, California. 

  /s/ Victor Otten 
 Victor Otten 
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1               UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

2      CENTRAL DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA, WESTERN DIVISION

3

4  CORY SPENCER, an individual; DIANA )

 MILENA REED, an individual; and    )

5  COASTAL PROTECTION RANGERS, INC., a)

 California non-profit public       )

6  benefit corporation,               )

                                    )

7               Plaintiffs,           )

                                    )

8       vs.                           ) Case No.: 2:16-cv-2129

                                    )

9  LUNADA BAY BOYS; THE INDIVIDUAL    )

 MEMBERS OF THE LUNADA BAY BOYS,    )

10  including but not limited to SANG  )

 LEE, BRANT BLAKEMAN, ALAN JOHNSTON,)

11  AKA JALIAN JOHNSTON, MICHAEL RAE   )

 PAPAYANS, ANGELO FERRARA, FRANK    )

12  FERRARA, CHARLIE FERRARA AND CITY  )

 OF PALOS VERDES ESTATES; CHIEF OF  )

13  POLICE JEFF KEPLEY, in his         )

 representative capacity; and DOES  )

14  1-10,                              )

                                    )

15               Defendants.           )

                                    )

16  __________________________________

17                        DEPOSITION

18                        Jeff Kepley

19                  Monday, October 10, 2016

20                          Volume 1

21

22  Reported by:  Kathy L. Pa'u

23                         CSR No. 5684

24  Job No.  2454464

25  Pages 1 through 270

Page 1

Veritext Legal Solutions
866 299-5127
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1                UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

2      CENTRAL DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA, WESTERN DIVISION

3

4  CORY SPENCER, an individual; DIANA )

 MILENA REED, an individual; and    )

5  COASTAL PROTECTION RANGERS, INC., a)

 California non-profit public       )

6  benefit corporation,               )

                                    )

7               Plaintiffs,           )

                                    )

8       vs.                           ) Case No.: 2:16-cv-2129

                                    )

9  LUNADA BAY BOYS; THE INDIVIDUAL    )

 MEMBERS OF THE LUNADA BAY BOYS,    )

10  including but not limited to SANG  )

 LEE, BRANT BLAKEMAN, ALAN JOHNSTON,)

11  AKA JALIAN JOHNSTON, MICHAEL RAE   )

 PAPAYANS, ANGELO FERRARA, FRANK    )

12  FERRARA, CHARLIE FERRARA AND CITY  )

 OF PALOS VERDES ESTATES; CHIEF OF  )

13  POLICE JEFF KEPLEY, in his         )

 representative capacity; and DOES  )

14  1-10,                              )

                                    )

15               Defendants.           )

                                    )

16  ___________________________________)

 AND RELATED CROSS-ACTIONS          )

17  ___________________________________)

18

19            Deposition of Jeff Kepley, taken on behalf of

20  the Plaintiffs, before Kathy L. Pa'u, Certified

21  Shorthand Reporter 5684 and Registered Professional

22  Reporter for the State of California, commencing on

23  Monday, October 10, 2016, 9:00 a.m., at Veritext

24  National Litigation and Deposition Services, 20

25  Corporate Park, Irvine, California.

Page 2

Veritext Legal Solutions
866 299-5127
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1  APPEARANCES OF COUNSEL:
2
3       For the Plaintiffs:
4

           Law Offices of Hanson Bridgett
5            BY:  SAMANTHA WOLF

                ATTORNEY AT LAW
6            425 Market Street, 26th Floor

           San Francisco, California 94105
7            415.777.3200

           swolf@hansonbridgett.com
8
9
10       For the Defendants City of Palos Verdes and Chief
11  of Police Jeff Kepley:
12

           Law Offices of Kutak Rock
13            BY:  EDWIN J. RICHARDS

                ATTORNEY AT LAW
14            5 Park Plaza, Suite 1500

           Irvine, California 92614-8595
15            949.417.0999

           ed.richards@kutakrock.com
16
17
18       For the Defendant Brant Blakeman:
19

           Law Offices of Veach Carlson
20            BY:  JOHN WORGUL

                Attorney at Law
21            1055 Wilshire Boulevard, 11th Floor

           Los Angeles, California 90017
22            213.381.2861

           jworjul@veatchfirm.com
23
24
25

Page 3

Veritext Legal Solutions
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1       APPEARANCES CONTINUED:
2

      For the Defendant Sang Lee:
3

           Law Offices of Lewis Brisbois Bisgaard & Smith
4            BY:  TERA LUTZ

                Attorney at Law
5            633 W. 5th Street, Suite 4000

           Los Angeles, California 90071
6            213.580.3858

           tera.lutz@lewisbrisbois.com
7
8

      For the Defendant Sang Lee:
9

           Law Offices of Booth, Mitchel & Strange
10            BY:  DANIEL M. CROWLEY

                Attorney at Law
11            707 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 4450

           Los Angeles, California 90017
12            213.738.0100

           dmcrowley@boothmitchel.com
13
14       For the Defendant Alan Johnston a/k/a Jalian Johnston:
15

           Law Offices of J. Patrick Carey
16            BY:  J. PATRICK CAREY

                Attorney at Law
17            1230 Rosecrans Avenue, Suite 300

           ManhattanBeach, California 90266
18            310.526.2237

           pat@patcareylaw.com
19
20  For the Defendant Michael Ray Papayans:
21

           Haven Law
22            BY:  Peter T.Haven

                Attorney at Law
23            1230 Rosecrans Avenue, Suite 300

           Manhattan Beach, California 90266
24            310.272.5353

           peter@havenlaw.com
25
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1  APPEARANCES CONTINUED:

2

3  For the Plaintiffs:

4

           Otten Law

5            BY:  VICTOR OTTEN

                Attorney at Law

6            3620 Pacific Coast Highway, Suite 100

           Torrance, California 90505

7            310.376.8533

           vic@ottenlawpc.com

8

9

10

      PRESENT BY TELEPHONE:

11

12       For the Defendant Angelo Ferrara and Defendant N.F.

      appearing through Guardian Ad Litem, Leonara Ferrara:

13

           Law Offices of Mark C. Fields

14            BY:  MARK C. FIELDS

                Attorney at Law

15            333 South Hope Street, 35th Floor

           Los Angeles, California 90071

16            213.948.2349

           fields@markfieldslaw.com

17

18       For the Defendant Angelo Ferrara:

19            The Phillips Firm

           BY:  MARK RINGSMUTH

20                 Attorney at Law

           800 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 1550

21            Los Angeles, California 90017

           213.244.9913

22            mringsmuth@thephillipsfirm.com

23

24

25
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1       APPEARANCES CONTINUED:

2       For the Defendant Frank Ferrara and Charlie Ferrara:

3            Law Offices of Bremer, Whyte, Brown & O'Meara

           21271 Burbank Boulevard, Suite 110

4            Woodland Hills, California 91367

           818.712.9800

5            pau@bremerwhyte.com

6

7

8

9  The Videographer:  Jill Warren

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25
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1  foundation.

2           THE WITNESS:  I think it could.  Depends on the  09:18:51

3  situation, and what we are talking about, yeah.

4  BY MS. WOLF                                               09:18:56

5      Q    Can it also include intimidation?                09:18:57

6           MR. CROWLEY:  Same objections.                   09:19:00

7           THE WITNESS:  Same answer, it could.             09:19:02

8  BY MS. WOLF                                               09:19:03

9      Q    Is localism a concern to you as Chief?           09:19:04

10      A    It is.                                           09:19:09

11      Q    And why is that?                                 09:19:09

12      A    Well, I'm a Chief in a jurisdiction that has a   09:19:12

13  coastline, and a surfing area and has a reputation for

14  beautiful scenery that attracts many people to recreate

15  there.  And I want to make sure that it's a safe and a

16  beautiful place for all.  And localism is not something

17  we want to be a part of our community.

18      Q    So then it's your position that the beaches, at  09:19:35

19  Palos Verdes Estates, should be open and accessible to

20  everybody?

21      A    Absolutely.                                      09:19:44

22      Q    Regardless of whether or not they live in Palos  09:19:45

23  Verdes Estates?

24      A    That's correct.                                  09:19:47

25      Q    Do you know if this belief is shared by all      09:19:49

Page 21
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1  to protect the officers.

2      Q    When was the operation scheduled to commence?    09:53:34

3      A    I don't recall the date.                         09:53:39

4      Q    It was in 2015 or 2016?                          09:53:41

5      A    I believe it was January or February of 2016.    09:53:45

6      Q    And how long had it been planned?  In other      09:53:55

7  words, how long had your department been working with

8  Santa Monica to coordinate this?

9      A    I would estimate maybe a month.                  09:54:08

10      Q    And you said the operation was compromised, how  09:54:17

11  was it compromised?

12      A    It was brought to my attention that the city     09:54:25

13  manager had received a phone call from someone claiming

14  to be a surfer in Lunada Bay that was questioning why

15  the cops are coming out undercover tomorrow.

16           So the caller appeared to have information that  09:54:41

17  he knew that our operation was the following day.  And

18  that we would have an undercover operation that day.

19           So upon hearing that from the city manager, it   09:54:56

20  was clear, to me, the information had been leaked out to

21  the community somehow or to surfers, whoever that might

22  have been on the phone.  And to protect the officers, I

23  decided to cancel the operation.

24      Q    Did you follow up to investigate where that      09:55:11

25  leak might have occurred?

Page 42

Veritext Legal Solutions
866 299-5127

Case 2:16-cv-02129-SJO-RAO   Document 159-3   Filed 12/29/16   Page 19 of 132   Page ID
 #:2743



1      A    Initially, no.  Because it was -- it could have  09:55:16

2  come from anywhere.

3      Q    Meaning anyone within your department?           09:55:23

4      A    It could have been in my department, anyone in   09:55:27

5  Santa Monica Police Department, or any other agency in

6  L.A. County, who was at the chief's meeting when I asked

7  for help.

8      Q    And when was that chief's meeting?               09:55:38

9      A    I don't recall the date.  But it preceded that   09:55:43

10  operation in January or February.  So it was probably

11  November or December, maybe, of 2015.

12      Q    Who in your department knew about this           09:56:02

13  undercover operation?

14      A    The captains, I believe the city manager.  And   09:56:08

15  beyond that, I don't know.  It may have been -- that

16  information may have been shared with the detective

17  sergeant.  And that would be typical.

18      Q    How many captains are there in your department?  09:56:29

19      A    Two.                                             09:56:33

20      Q    Mark Velez and Tony Best?                        09:56:33

21      A    That's correct.                                  09:56:36

22      Q    And is there one detective sergeant?             09:56:38

23      A    There is one.                                    09:56:41

24      Q    And who is that?                                 09:56:42

25      A    That is Luke Hellinga, H-E-L-L-I-N-G-A.          09:56:45
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1      Q    Okay.  Does your department keep a database of   10:05:18

2  suspected or known bay boys?

3      A    No.                                              10:05:27

4      Q    After The Guardian video was released and went   10:05:33

5  viral, did you attempt to notify Palos Verdes Estates

6  residents and nonresidents that Lunada Bay was a public

7  beach and it was open to everybody?

8      A    I don't recall doing that.  I don't recall a     10:05:52

9  message to the community about that.

10      Q    Okay.                                            10:05:58

11      A    I -- I may have sent a message on a community    10:06:04

12  social media app, called Next Door, about that.

13      Q    Okay.                                            10:06:18

14      A    But I would have to check.  I believe I may      10:06:19

15  have.

16      Q    Sure.  I'm going to show you an exhibit that     10:06:22

17  I'll have marked as Exhibit 3.

18           (Exhibit 3    was marked for

19           identification by the Certified Shorthand

20           Reporter and a copy is attached hereto.)

21  BY MS. WOLF                                               10:06:51

22      Q    This is a December 30th, 2015 L.A. Times         10:06:52

23  article.  And do you recall being interviewed for this

24  article?

25      A    If you just give me just a moment to read it.    10:07:04
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1      Q    Of course.  Take your time.                      10:07:06

2      A    So I do not recall being interviewed for this    10:07:24

3  particular article.  But I did have many conversations

4  with its author, Garrett Therolf, from the L.A. Times,

5  some of which may be for this article.

6      Q    Okay.  If you turn to page two of the article,   10:07:40

7  the first full paragraph, you're quoted as saying,

8  quote, I'm not so naive to believe that we can solve

9  this instantly or overnight.  It took 50 years to get

10  here.  Hopefully, it won't take that long to resolve, I

11  think it's very important to get the word out as

12  aggressively and enthusiastically as we can that the

13  status quo is going to be mixed up around here.

14           Do you recall saying that?                       10:08:11

15      A    I recall making statements like that to him,     10:08:14

16  yes.

17      Q    Okay.  What did you mean when you said that the  10:08:16

18  status quo is going to be mixed up around here?

19      A    When this Guardian video came out, it caused a   10:08:33

20  quick steep learning curve for me to learn some of the

21  history.  And I had heard people from the community and

22  staff members, and all, tell me that there have been

23  conflicts and issues in the surfing culture for many,

24  many years, as many as 50 years or more.

25           And I just felt strongly that if that had been   10:09:07
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1  the case for 50 years, I wasn't here then, but I'm here

2  now, and we are going to protect those in the Lunada

3  Bay.  And we will ensure that it's open to the public,

4  and free of any kind of hazing or harassment that this

5  article dealt with.

6      Q    So were you unaware of this history before you   10:09:27

7  became Chief?

8      A    That's correct.                                  10:09:31

9      Q    Do you believe that a certain level of localism  10:09:36

10  was tolerated before you became Chief?

11           MR. WORGUL:  I will object as vague and          10:09:45

12  ambiguous as to who tolerates localism.

13           THE WITNESS:  I think my understanding of        10:09:58

14  localism, as we have established my definition, I

15  believe occurs every where around the world where there

16  is surf and surfing.  And I believe that also occurred

17  in Lunada Bay as part of this surfing culture.  And so

18  that's what I was trying to address.

19  BY MS. WOLF                                               10:10:22

20      Q    Do you think it was tolerated by previous        10:10:22

21  chiefs and previous administration, city council and the

22  mayor?

23      A    No, I had heard that there was that perception.  10:10:33

24  But I was aware of the police department for many years

25  working very proactively to address and combat localism
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1  and ensure safety down in Lunada Bay.

2      Q    So when you say that the status quo is going to  10:10:48

3  be mixed up, if the status quo had been all ready to try

4  and prevent that behavior, what exactly did you mean by

5  that?

6      A    I was speaking about the perception, the         10:11:02

7  perception that maybe the police department or the city

8  doesn't do anything about it.

9      Q    And you wanted to change that perception?        10:11:09

10      A    Absolutely.                                      10:11:11

11      Q    But you thought the police had done something    10:11:13

12  about it in the past?

13      A    Well, I knew they had.  Because I had, you       10:11:17

14  know, seen files, and had talked to staff and learned as

15  much as I could after this video came out.  And so I

16  knew the police department had done some very good work

17  in the past on this.

18      Q    And you said you spoke with community members    10:11:35

19  and others in the department to learn the history about

20  the issue of localism at Lunada Bay; is that right?

21      A    Yes.                                             10:11:47

22      Q    Who did you speak with within your department?   10:11:48

23      A    So, as the Police Chief, I primarily interfaced  10:11:51

24  with the captains.  We have a chain of command.  Any and

25  all members can come talk to me, and I can talk to them.
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1  Typically, we worked through the chain of command.  So I

2  spent most of the time talking to the captains.

3      Q    Did you speak with anyone in the community?      10:12:35

4      A    I've had conversations with residents from time  10:12:43

5  to time.  But I can't tell you who or when.  Because

6  it's just part of a daily routine.

7      Q    Understood.                                      10:12:52

8           Let's see, the article also says that, in the    10:12:57

9  third paragraph down on the top of page two, the article

10  says, and Kepley said he hopes to make the first arrests

11  in years of one of the assailants.

12           Do you recall making a statement to that         10:13:16

13  affect?

14      A    I do.                                            10:13:19

15      Q    And why did you feel that it was important to    10:13:19

16  make an arrest?

17      A    Well, I thought it was more important to convey  10:13:27

18  my position that, if a criminal act occurred, that we

19  would act, that we would arrest, that we are there to

20  police and maintain public safety.

21           Because the perception was that we weren't.  So  10:13:41

22  my statement was more of a change statement, to change

23  perception, and tell the truth that, despite what people

24  may have heard or believed, the police department is

25  going to professionally police, and not condone, or
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1  tacitly approve or turn a blind eye to any wrongdoing in

2  the bay.

3      Q    Did you intend to make an arrest?                10:14:04

4      A    Not me, personally.  Because I don't personally  10:14:06

5  police.  But the officers working that area, absolutely,

6  if there is a criminal offense, and it was an arrestable

7  offense and the circumstances were appropriate for an

8  arrest, absolutely.

9      Q    Has an arrest been made?                         10:14:22

10      A    Yes.                                             10:14:24

11      Q    How many?                                        10:14:24

12      A    One that I am aware of.                          10:14:25

13      Q    Who was that?                                    10:14:27

14      A    I don't recall the name.                         10:14:34

15      Q    If I said the name, would it ring a bell?        10:14:38

16      A    It may.                                          10:14:41

17      Q    David Melo or Alan Johnston?                     10:14:42

18      A    I'm sorry, I don't recall the arrestee or the    10:14:48

19  defendant's name.

20      Q    That's fine.                                     10:14:52

21      A    But it was with respect to Ms. Reed's            10:14:53

22  complaint.

23      Q    Okay.  And we can get into that in a little      10:15:02

24  bit.

25           Do you know if the arrest resulted in a          10:15:11
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1      A    Yes.                                             10:22:58

2      Q    Okay.  I'm going to show you a document that     10:23:17

3  I'd like marked as Exhibit 4.

4           (Exhibit 4    was marked for

5           identification by the Certified Shorthand

6           Reporter and a copy is attached hereto.)

7  BY MS. WOLF                                               10:23:33

8      Q    And this appears to be a message that you        10:23:36

9  posted online through Next Door, on December 31st, 2015.

10  Did you write this post?

11      A    I did.                                           10:23:47

12           MR. FIELDS:  Excuse me, again, this is Mark      10:23:50

13  Fields.  Are there Bates stamped pages?

14           MS. WOLF:  Sorry, yes, there are.  It's Bates    10:23:56

15  stamped CITY 1082.

16           MR. FIELDS:  Can you give me that number again,  10:24:00

17  please?

18           MS. WOLF:  CITY 1082.                            10:24:02

19           THE WITNESS:  I did write this.  And this is     10:24:05

20  the article that I referred to in an earlier line of

21  questioning.

22  BY MS. WOLF                                               10:24:10

23      Q    Okay.  Was there anything that prompted you to   10:24:10

24  write this post?

25      A    Yes, I feel, as Police Chief, serving the        10:24:21
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1  community that we serve, that our police department is

2  to be engaged with community events and connected with

3  the community in which we serve.

4           And to that extent, I wanted to address this     10:24:39

5  and enable that the residents hear from the police

6  department and the Police Chief to address what they may

7  be reading in the paper.  And I also wanted to also

8  convey the same thing, and the fact that I had also

9  spoken on a radio show, I wanted to address it through

10  my own means of communication directly to my residents.

11      Q    How many times have you posted on Next Door?     10:25:08

12      A    Dozens.                                          10:25:11

13      Q    Now, I want to draw your attention to that       10:25:21

14  second paragraph, towards the middle.  You say, quote, I

15  never disputed their findings and acknowledge that we

16  have work here to do with these bullies.  And that has

17  been going on intermittently for 50 years.

18           Who are you referring to when you say these      10:25:40

19  bullies?

20      A    If you just give me just a minute to read this.  10:25:46

21      Q    Of course.                                       10:25:49

22      A    So in the context of this paragraph, the         10:26:13

23  bullies I was referring to were those subjects seen on

24  that Guardian video.

25      Q    And do you believe that those bullies were       10:26:26
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1  considered bay boys?

2           MR. CROWLEY:  Objection; lacks foundation.       10:26:36

3           MR. WORGUL:  And I will make an objection that   10:26:38

4  it's argumentative.

5           THE WITNESS:  I don't know if they are bay       10:26:44

6  boys.  I viewed them as being bullies.

7  BY MS. WOLF                                               10:26:51

8      Q    Okay.  Then in that bottom paragraph, on page    10:26:52

9  one, you acknowledge that there may be some truth to the

10  media reports that the bay boys are like an organized

11  street gang, but say that your experience often shows

12  otherwise.

13           Do you see that statement?                       10:27:13

14      A    I do.                                            10:27:15

15      Q    Okay.  Can you explain what you meant when you   10:27:17

16  said that there may be some truth to that?

17      A    Well, I think I was speaking more about the      10:27:27

18  perception.  Because it had been publicized in the media

19  that this was a gang.  And I believe those who wrote

20  that, and some who read it, may have believed that.  And

21  I didn't then, and don't now, believe that there was a

22  street gang in the Lunada Bay.

23      Q    And why is that?                                 10:27:48

24      A    Well, you know, I've gone so far as to say       10:27:52

25  there is gang mentality.  But my past experience working
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1  with street gangs, this was not equivalent.

2      Q    In what ways?                                    10:28:09

3      A    My past experience involved street gangs that    10:28:15

4  were committing homicides, deadly assaults, stabbing,

5  shooting, drive by shootings.  And, in this case, we had

6  bullies on video saying don't surf here.

7      Q    So do you believe that to be classified as a     10:28:42

8  criminal street gang, the predicate acts have to be

9  shootings, stabbings, drive by shootings?

10      A    The classification of street gang, as I'm sure   10:28:55

11  you are aware, is defined in Penal Code 186.  And it

12  does make reference and point to that section, it

13  enumerates crimes.

14           And so, yes, I think there has been a sole       10:29:14

15  purpose of committing any one of the list -- crimes on

16  that list.  And I saw no evidence to suggest that anyone

17  down there was there for the sole purpose of committing

18  murder, assault, stabbing, shooting, those sorts of

19  crimes.

20      Q    And you said briefly that, in your experience    10:29:55

21  or your exposure, I think it was, to gangs, can you

22  describe what that exposure was?

23      A    So for 25 years, I worked in the City of         10:30:11

24  Cypress.  And on the western city border, that city

25  adjoins Los Angeles County in the City of Hawaiian
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1      A    No.  This statement, again, addressed            10:37:14

2  perception.  You know, it was a statement of my

3  philosophy, my belief.  And I included those things in

4  their history and legacy.  Because there had been

5  stories about this occurring in the past.

6           And residency, because there was, in the media,  10:37:29

7  it describes some of the defendants as trust fund

8  babies, you know, suggesting that they are residents

9  which is widely believed, under the term of localism,

10  which isn't usually the case, but is perceived that way.

11  So that was a statement to address perception.

12      Q    And I assume you still feel that way?            10:37:57

13      A    Yes.                                             10:37:59

14      Q    Okay.  I'd like to have this document marked as  10:38:17

15  Exhibit 5.

16           (Exhibit 5    was marked for

17           identification by the Certified Shorthand

18           Reporter and a copy is attached hereto.)

19  BY MS. WOLF                                               10:38:42

20      Q    This is Bates stamp CITY 1015.  It's an email    10:38:42

21  from the city manager, Anton Dahlerbruch, to Charlie

22  Mowat, M-O-W-A-T.  And I believe you were cc'd on this

23  email.  The date is February 5th, 2016.

24           Do you recall ever reading Mr. Mowat's email     10:39:05

25  which is what this is written in response to?
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1      A    I've seen a lot of emails, as can you imagine.   10:39:17

2  If you would just give me a moment to peruse this.

3      Q    Take your time.                                  10:39:23

4      A    Yes, I remember reading that.                    10:40:07

5      Q    Okay.  And so he sent an email, which was page   10:40:08

6  two of this exhibit, CITY 1016.  His email went to the

7  city manager, the mayor, the city council.  And he said

8  that he is a life long Palos Verdes Estates resident and

9  was outraged by the recent events taken by our new, in

10  caps, Police Chief Kepley, end quote.

11           And he said that your statements to the media    10:40:37

12  about the local surf situation in the midst of a recent

13  crime spree are grounds for your termination.

14           Do you know what crime spree he is referring     10:40:49

15  to?

16      A    Yes.                                             10:40:51

17      Q    What is that?                                    10:40:51

18      A    In the last quarter of 2015, from mid August --  10:40:52

19  I'm sorry, mid October to the end of the year,

20  December 31st, we had, in the City of Palos Verdes

21  Estates, increase or had seen an increase in residential

22  burglaries.

23           We were inundated, if you will, with organized   10:41:08

24  criminal gangs or gang-affiliated criminal groups that

25  were coming up from south Los Angeles in teams of three
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1  or four, very well dressed, driving nice cars.  And they

2  were committing multiple residential burglaries per day

3  in a city that generally sees between zero and three

4  burglaries a month.  In December, we faced 25 or 30.

5           So we were working very, very hard at trying to  10:41:38

6  address this onslaught of burglaries within our

7  community.  Some of the burglary victims were having

8  losses of $200,000 or more.  And so it was a huge

9  community issue.

10           One in which I was also publicly messaging,      10:41:58

11  attending meetings, educating crime prevention, all of

12  those things.  And so I think this gentleman was making

13  a judgment about my participation in the bay issue in

14  the midst of the crime issue.

15      Q    He also --                                       10:42:22

16      A    If I could just, I'm sorry --                    10:42:23

17      Q    Of course.                                       10:42:25

18      A    If I could just elaborate.  As the Police        10:42:25

19  Chief, I don't get to pick and choose.  I police

20  everything, no matter what comes our way.  And it was

21  just as important for me to become vigilant and public

22  and engaged and focused on the burglary problem as it

23  was to address the surfer program.

24      Q    Understood.  Thank you.                          10:42:45

25           He also accused you of, quote, railroading the   10:42:46
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1  local surfers that have policed and protected these

2  shores for over five decades, end quote.

3           Is it disconcerting to you when a resident says  10:42:58

4  that, essentially, local surfers have policed the beach

5  for 50 years?

6      A    I don't know what he is referring to on that.    10:43:08

7      Q    Didn't you make similar comments in the L.A.     10:43:11

8  Times article about the past 50 years having a surfer

9  localism issue?

10      A    Yeah, but my interpretation, he is referring to  10:43:20

11  surfers doing the policing.

12      Q    And you disagree with that?                      10:43:27

13      A    I'm not aware of any surfers conducting any      10:43:29

14  policing activities.

15      Q    He states that, if the mayor, the mayor pro      10:43:37

16  tem, city council, and city manager feel that you, the

17  Chief, are acting in Palos Verdes Estates' best

18  interests then, quote, maybe it's time for a change in

19  leadership of the people that hired him and endorse his

20  policies.  Are you catching my drift?  Question mark,

21  explanation point, question mark, explanation point.

22           Did you speak with anyone who received this      10:44:02

23  email about its contents?

24      A    No.                                              10:44:07

25      Q    Okay.  Mr. Dahlerbruch wrote back that Palos     10:44:08
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1  Verdes Estates has not had widespread reports of

2  vandalism or bullying, but he acknowledges receiving

3  some complaints about the beach being protected by local

4  surfers.  And he also states that the police must assure

5  the public safety and access to the beach in that they

6  patrol the Lunada Bay area as necessary.

7           And he noted that, quote, while doing so, we     10:44:37

8  are pleased to report that since December burglaries in

9  the city have sharply declined.

10           Do you agree with Mr. Dahlerbruch that the       10:44:46

11  reports of vandalism and bullying are not as widespread

12  as the media was reporting at the time?

13      A    I do.                                            10:44:56

14      Q    And Mr. Dahlerbruch's response seems to infer    10:44:56

15  that the reports of vandalism -- I'm sorry -- seems to

16  infer that the increased patrols at Lunada Bay caused a

17  reduction in burglaries; is that accurate?

18      A    Can you tell me what paragraph you're referring  10:45:16

19  to?

20      Q    Sure.  Paragraph -- third paragraph down, it     10:45:19

21  starts with, we also have not had.  But it's the last

22  sentence in that paragraph.

23      A    Well, within the context of this singular        10:45:43

24  paragraph, I'm sorry, I'm not seeing the connection

25  between patrols in Lunada Bay and the burglaries.  I
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1  you be terminated?

2      A    No.                                              10:47:20

3      Q    Okay.  I'm going to ask that this document be    10:47:27

4  marked as Exhibit 6.

5           (Exhibit 6    was marked for

6           identification by the Certified Shorthand

7           Reporter and a copy is attached hereto.)

8  BY MS. WOLF                                               10:47:31

9      Q    Wait, I think I just lost my copy.               10:47:41

10           Thank you.                                       10:47:48

11           This is an email.  It's Bates marked CITY 996.   10:47:59

12  It's an email -- well, it's an email stringer.  And the

13  top email is from Anton Dahlerbruch to Michael Papayans.

14  The date is February 8th, 2016.  And you're cc'd on this

15  email.

16      A    Uh-huh.                                          10:48:22

17      Q    Turning to an email that Mr. Papayans sent.      10:48:25

18  It's page two of this exhibit.  It's Bates CITY 997.  He

19  starts out by -- he is writing to the mayor, mayor pro

20  tem, city council, and the city manager, on

21  February 7th, 2016.

22           And he says that he is writing this letter,      10:48:49

23  quote, to voice my disgust with the way our police

24  resources are being utilized by the current Police Chief

25  Kepley.  He states that he has lived and surfed in the
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1  community for over 40 years, but is upset that there

2  were policing efforts aimed to curb localism.  He also

3  referenced other surfing communities that he believes

4  were adversely affected by outsiders.

5           Mr. Dahlerbruch responded, on page one of this   10:49:18

6  exhibit, in part, by saying that the attention on the

7  safety of Lunada Bay surfers has been fostered by the

8  media and interested individuals and the coastal

9  commission.

10           He also states that police patrols of the beach  10:49:35

11  may increase from time to time for safety.

12           Do you recall receiving these emails?            10:49:41

13      A    I do.                                            10:49:44

14      Q    Did you ever have a conversation, with anyone    10:49:45

15  from the city, about these emails?

16      A    I may have had a conversation with the city      10:49:51

17  manager.  But no one else in the city.

18      Q    Okay.                                            10:49:55

19      A    If I could just clarify.  No one else in the     10:49:59

20  city in a leadership role, like, the city council

21  members.  I may have had conversations with my staff

22  about these emails, but I never spoke directly with city

23  council about this.

24      Q    Did you ever have a conversation with            10:50:13

25  Mr. Papayans about his email?
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1      A    I don't recall that, no.                         10:50:16

2      Q    Are you aware that his son is a defendant in     10:50:17

3  this case?

4      A    No.                                              10:50:21

5      Q    Okay.  And when you said you had a               10:50:21

6  conversation, or you may have had a conversation, with

7  the city manager about this, do you recall when that

8  occurred?

9      A    No.  And I say may, because I don't have any     10:50:31

10  specific recollection.  But we speak daily on a myriad

11  of issues.  And during this time, we were speaking a lot

12  about these matters.

13      Q    Do you agree with Mr. Dahlerbruch's response     10:50:43

14  that the attention on the safety of Lunada Bay surfers

15  has been fostered by the media and interested

16  individuals and the coastal commission?

17      A    I think, to some extent, there is some absolute  10:50:58

18  truth in that, that that was one of the reasons we were

19  doing what we were doing.  But that is secondary to just

20  the need to ensure public safety.

21      Q    He said that the police patrols of the beach     10:51:17

22  may increase from time to time for safety.  Has that

23  been the case?

24      A    Yes.  Patrols in the surfing areas increased     10:51:23

25  during peak surf season, and decline a little bit when
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1  there is no surfers in the water, or no surfing

2  activity, or no other persons in that area to police.

3      Q    Okay.  I'm going to ask that this be marked as   10:51:42

4  Exhibit 7.

5           (Exhibit 7    was marked for

6           identification by the Certified Shorthand

7           Reporter and a copy is attached hereto.)

8  BY MS. WOLF                                               10:52:00

9      Q    This is Bates stamped CITY 989.  It's an email   10:52:14

10  string and a letter.  And the first email is from Anton

11  Dahlerbruch to Bianca Santos.  You're cc'd as a

12  recipient.  And the date of the email is February 9th,

13  2016.

14           Do you want to take a second to look it over?    10:52:37

15      A    Thank you.  Okay.                                10:52:40

16      Q    Do you recall receiving this email from          10:53:12

17  Mr. Dahlerbruch?

18      A    Yes.                                             10:53:15

19      Q    Did you ever read Ms. Santos's letter that's     10:53:17

20  referenced here?

21      A    I did.                                           10:53:21

22      Q    She says that she has lived in Palos Verdes      10:53:22

23  Estates her entire life.  And that her husband is

24  uncomfortable because of new police policies.  And that

25  he grew up surfing in and around Lunada Bay.
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1  people and have a relationship and have some

2  cooperation, if you will.  And even in hardened gangs,

3  we have to have those relationships in place.

4           And I didn't want to jeopardize any preexisting  11:03:41

5  relationships or relationships we may form in the future

6  to gain compliance to whatever issue was down there.  I

7  was a little bit guarded in that context, that I wanted

8  to preserve any opportunity to work collaboratively, to

9  kind of have a common understanding and give our

10  expectations what was lawful, appropriate, in terms of

11  conduct in the Lunada Bay area.

12      Q    Okay.  And why were you concerned about          11:04:09

13  alienating bay boys?

14      A    Well, I think I didn't then, and I really don't  11:04:22

15  know who all uses that name "bay boy."  But in the

16  context of the issue at hand, just like I previously

17  explained, I didn't want to alienate anybody that would

18  be engaged in any kind of policing action.

19           Because we often seek to gain compliance first,  11:04:40

20  before we ever have to resort to handcuffs.  And so the

21  alienation was speaking to that.

22      Q    Okay.  So is it your department's policy to      11:04:50

23  always try to work collaboratively before you cite or

24  arrest someone for a violation of the penal code, or

25  city ordinance or any other law?
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1      A    No, I can't say that's the case.  If we have a   11:05:10

2  neighborhood problem, barking dog, chronic barking dog

3  example, we would work collaboratively with that

4  homeowner to calm their dog down before we write a

5  citation of the municipal code, as an example.

6           That's not the same if we stop a violator at a   11:05:34

7  stop sign.  That's based on the conditions, the

8  violations, the people involved, the history of the

9  conditions.  And in the context of the Lunada Bay, I

10  considered that more of the ongoing type issue with

11  people that we could work with to resolve some of those

12  matters.

13      Q    Okay.  How do officers know when to work         11:05:56

14  collaboratively with someone versus when do they know to

15  just arrest or cite?

16      A    Well, the officers learn a lot of that in the    11:06:06

17  very beginnings of their training in the police academy.

18  And it continues through their training, if you will,

19  where they are learning the ways in which police

20  departments effectively police.

21           And just like we can't turn a blind eye to       11:06:27

22  every violation, we can't write a citation or make an

23  arrest for every violation.  There can a middle ground

24  that's based on good discretion and judgment.

25      Q    So I assume it's more learned behavior than a    11:06:42
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1  it might be something out of the ordinary that's

2  prompted by a captain to send it to my office.  But, no,

3  I don't, as a matter of routine, review all reports of

4  crime.

5      Q    Okay.  How many full-time sworn officers are     12:07:37

6  employed by your department?

7      A    Twenty-five.                                     12:07:48

8      Q    And do you have any reserve officers?            12:07:50

9      A    We do.  But that number fluctuates and has been  12:07:52

10  decreasing recently with some retirements.

11      Q    And what is that number currently, if you can    12:07:59

12  estimate?

13      A    I would estimate six.                            12:08:03

14      Q    Do you have any non-sworn officers?              12:08:11

15      A    We do.                                           12:08:13

16      Q    How many?                                        12:08:15

17      A    I think 12 is the number.  And we refer to       12:08:17

18  those as police service officers.  And just for

19  clarification, it's kind of unique within our police

20  department, these are people who perform the combined

21  duties of a typical police dispatcher and a jailer.

22  Also are commonly referred to as a service officer.

23      Q    So the officers who are performing the patrols   12:08:47

24  in the community are either the reserve officers or the

25  full-time sworn officers?
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1                   REPORTER'S CERTIFICATE

2            I, the undersigned, a Certified Shorthand

3   Reporter of the State of California, do hereby

4   certify:

5            That the foregoing proceedings were taken

6   before me at the time and place herein set forth;

7   that any witnesses in the foregoing proceedings,

8   prior to testifying, were administered an oath;

9            That a record of the proceedings was made by

10  me using machine shorthand which was thereafter

11  transcribed under my direction;

12            That the foregoing transcript is

13  a true record of the testimony given.

14            Further, that if the foregoing pertains to

15  the original transcript of a deposition in a Federal

16  Case, before completion of the proceedings, review

17  of the transcript was not requested.

18            I further certify I am neither financially

19  interested in the action nor a relative or employee.

20            IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have this date

21  subscribed my name.

22 Dated:  October 27, 2016

23                            <%signature%>

24                            Kathy L. Pa'u, CSR No. 5684

25
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Angelo Ferrara Cory Spencer vs. Lunada Bay Boys

M&C Corporation (Sousa Court Reporters) Page: 1

  1

  2

  3                 UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

  4       CENTRAL DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA, WESTERN DIVISION

  5

  6   CORY SPENCER, and individual;         )
  DIANA MILENA REED, an individual;     )

  7   And COASTAL PROTECTION RANGERS, INC., )
  a California non-profit public        )

  8   benefit corporation,                  )
                                        )

  9                                         )
              Plaintiffs,               )

 10                                         )
       vs.                              )  No. 2:16-cv-

 11   LUNADA BAY BOYS; THE INDIVIDUAL       )  02129-SJO
  MEMBERS OF THE LUNADA BAY BOYS,       )  (RAOx)

 12   including but not limited to          )
  SANG LEE, BRANT BLAKEMAN,             )

 13   ALAN JOHNSTON AKA JALIAN JOHNSTON,    )
  MICHAEL RAE PAPAYANS, ANGELO FERRARA, )

 14   FRANK FERRARA, CHARLIE FERRARA, and   )
  N.F.; CITY OF PALOS VERDES ESTATES,   )

 15   CHIEF OF POLICE JEFF KEPLEY in his    )
  representative capacity and DOES      )

 16   1-10,                                 )
                                        )

 17               Defendants.               )
  ______________________________________)

 18

 19

 20        DEPOSITION OF ANGELO FERRARA, a witness herein,

 21        noticed by OTTEN LAW, PC, at 736 Fourth Street,

 22        Hermosa Beach, California, at 9:24 a.m., on Friday,

 23        October, 28th, 2016, before Ayu Sasao, CSR 14093.

 24

 25
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Angelo Ferrara Cory Spencer vs. Lunada Bay Boys
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  1   APPEARANCES OF COUNSEL:

  2

  3   For Plaintiffs, CORY SPENCER, DIANA MILENA REED, and

  4   COASTAL PROTECTION RANGERS, INC.

  5   OTTEN LAW, PC

  6   BY VICTOR OTTEN

  7   3620 Pacific Coast Highway, #100

  8   Torrance, California 90505

  9

 10   OTTEN LAW, PC

 11   BY KAVITA TEKCHANDANI

 12   3620 Pacific Coast Highway, #100

 13   Torrance, California 90505

 14

 15   HANSON BRIDGETT, LLP

 16   BY KURT A. FRANKLIN

 17   425 Market Street, 26th Floor

 18   San Francisco, California 94105

 19

 20   For Defendants, ANGELO FERRARA, N.F.,

 21   LAW OFFICES OF MARK C. FIELDS, APC

 22   BY MARK C. FIELDS

 23   333 South Hope Street, 35th Floor

 24   Los Angeles, California 90071

 25
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Angelo Ferrara Cory Spencer vs. Lunada Bay Boys

M&C Corporation (Sousa Court Reporters) Page: 3

  1   THE PHILLIPS FIRM

  2   BY MARK RINGSMUTH

  3   800 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 1550

  4   Los Angeles, California 90071

  5

  6   For Defendant, SANG LEE:

  7   LEWIS BRISBOIS BRISGARD & SMITH LLP

  8   BY TERA LUTZ

  9   633 West 5th Street, Suite 4000

 10   Los Angeles, California 90071

 11

 12   BOOTH, MITCHEL & STRANGE LLP

 13   BY JACKIE VU

 14   707 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 3000

 15   Los Angeles, California 90071

 16

 17   For Defendant, BRANT BLAKEMAN:

 18   VEATCH CARLSON, LLP

 19   BY JOHN P. WORGUL

 20   1055 Wilshire Boulevard, 11th Floor

 21   Los Angeles, California 90071

 22

 23   BUCHALTER NEMER, APC

 24   BY ROBERT S. COOPER

 25   1000 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 1500
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  1   Los Angeles, California 90071

  2

  3   For Defendant, MICHAEL RAY PAPAYANS:

  4   HAVEN LAW

  5   BY PETER T. HAVEN

  6   1230 Rosecrans Avenue, Suite 300

  7   Manhattan Beach, California 90266

  8

  9   For Defendants, CITY OF PALOS VERDES and CHIEF OF POLICE

 10   JEFF KEPLEY:

 11   KUTAK ROCK, LLP

 12   BY JACOB SONG

 13   601 South Figueroa Street, Suite 4200

 14   Los Angeles, California 90071

 15

 16   For Defendants, CHARLIE FERRARA and FRANK FERRARA:

 17   BREMER WHYTE BROWN & O'MEARA, LLP

 18   BY LAURA L. BELL

 19   21271 Burbank Boulevard, Suite 110

 20   Woodland Hills, California 91367

 21

 22   Also Present:  Randy Baldwin, Videographer

 23

 24

 25
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  1                           I N D E X

  2   WITNESS:   ANGELO FERRARA

  3   EXAMINATION BY:  MR. OTTEN         PAGE 8

  4

  5

  6                        E X H I B I T S

  7
  PLAINTIFF          DESCRIPTION                    PAGE

  8
  EXHIBIT 100      FIRST AMENDED COMPLAINTS

  9                    FOR DAMAGES                       10

 10   EXHIBIT 101      LETTER                            24

 11   EXHIBIT 102      PHOTOGRAPH                        63

 12   EXHIBIT 103      SKETCH                            74

 13   EXHIBIT 104      SKETCH                            74

 14   EXHIBIT 105      PHOTOGRAPH                        95

 15   EXHIBIT 106      DOCUMENTS                         121

 16   EXHIBIT 107      PHOTOGRAPH                        130

 17   EXHIBIT 108      PHOTOGRAPH                        131

 18   EXHIBIT 109      PHOTOGRAPH                        134

 19   EXHIBIT 110      PHOTOGRAPH                        138

 20   EXHIBIT 111      PHOTOGRAPH                        144

 21   EXHIBIT 112      PHOTOGRAPH                        144

 22   EXHIBIT 113      PHOTOGRAPH                        144

 23   EXHIBIT 114      PHOTOGRAPH                        145

 24   EXHIBIT 115      PHOTOGRAPH                        147

 25   EXHIBIT 116      PHOTOGRAPH                        149
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  1   EXHIBIT 117      DOCUMENT                          162

  2   EXHIBIT 118      DOCUMENTS                         164
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  1   they're not growing up, and they think it's silly.  And

  2   it's -- it's -- not well.

  3        So that's maybe what I didn't understand, and that's

  4   what I was trying to say.

  5        Q.  Okay.

  6        A.  I'm sorry if my son was -- this was something

  7   that happened, and he's going to have to figure this out

  8   and deal with who he's going to have to deal with.

  9        MR. OTTEN:  I'll mark this as 118.

 10        (Whereupon the documents referred to is marked by

 11   the reporter as Plaintiff Exhibit 118 for

 12   identification.)

 13        MR. FIELDS:  You want him to read this?

 14        MR. OTTEN:  Take your time.  If you want to take a

 15   break, that's fine.

 16        THE VIDEOGRAPHER:  Off the record?

 17        MR. OTTEN:  That's fine.

 18        THE VIDEOGRAPHER:  This marks the end of Video

 19   No. 2.  We're off the record.  The time is 3:04 p.m.

 20        (Discussion held off the record.)

 21        THE VIDEOGRAPHER:  We are back on the record.  The

 22   time is 3:18 p.m.  This marks the beginning of Video

 23   No. 3 in the deposition of Angelo Ferrara.

 24        BY MR. OTTEN:

 25        Q.  Angelo, did you have a chance to take a look at
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  1   that article?

  2        A.  Yeah, little bit.

  3        Q.  This article is referring to a statement your

  4   wife made to the Daily Breeze.

  5        Are you aware that that's referring to a statement

  6   she made rather than you?

  7        A.  Yeah, yeah.

  8        Q.  Okay.  Where originally, somebody told us

  9   Anthony had painted his face black and put on an afro and

 10   paddled out?

 11        A.  Got her attention right there.

 12        Q.  Right.

 13        A.  Yeah.  That's when she --

 14        Q.  So she apparently told Megan Barnes that it

 15   wasn't Anthony, and the reason that she knew that was

 16   that the person who it was was at your house that

 17   morning?

 18        A.  Correct.

 19        Q.  Do you know who it was?

 20        A.  Yeah.  Bill --

 21        MR. FIELDS:  Hold on.  Let me -- there's a spousal

 22   privilege that may come into play.  Let me talk to him

 23   and see if we'll still waive that.

 24        MR. OTTEN:  Sure.

 25        THE VIDEOGRAPHER:  Off the record.  The time is 3:19
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  1        I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of

  2   the State of California that the foregoing is true and

  3   correct.

  4

  5        Executed at _________________________, California,

  6        on __________________________________.

  7

  8

  9           _______________________________________
                    ANGELO FERRARA

 10

 11

 12

 13

 14

 15

 16

 17

 18

 19

 20

 21

 22

 23

 24

 25

Case 2:16-cv-02129-SJO-RAO   Document 159-3   Filed 12/29/16   Page 68 of 132   Page ID
 #:2792



Angelo Ferrara Cory Spencer vs. Lunada Bay Boys

M&C Corporation (Sousa Court Reporters) Page: 209

  1        I, Ayu Sasao, CSR 14093, do hereby declare:

  2        That, prior to being examined, the witness named in
  the foregoing deposition was by me duly sworn pursuant to

  3   Section 30(f)(1) of the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure
  and the deposition is a true record of the testimony

  4   given by the witness.

  5        That said deposition was taken down by me in
  shorthand at the time and place therein named and

  6   thereafter reduced to text under my direction.

  7        _____  That the witness was requested to review the
              transcript and make any changes to the

  8               transcript as a result of that review
              pursuant to Section 30(e) of the Federal

  9               Rules of Civil Procedure.

 10        _____  No changes have been provided by the witness
              during the period allowed.

 11
       _____  The changes made by the witness are appended

 12               to the transcript.

 13        _____  No request was made that the transcript be
              reviewed pursuant to Section 30(e) of the

 14               Federal Rules of Civil Procedure.

 15        I further declare that I have no interest in the
  event of the action.

 16
       I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of

 17   the United States of America that the foregoing is true
  and correct.

 18
       WITNESS my hand this ________________________ day of

 19
  _________________________________, _________.

 20

 21
  Ayu Sasao, CSR 14093

 22

 23

 24

 25
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MEMORANDUM 
POLICE DEPARTMENT 

mcowoiurni I«M 

^ / F O R ^ 

TO: JAMES B. HENDRICKSON, CITY MANAGER 

FROM: GARY E. JOHANSEN, CHIEF OF POLICE 

SUBJECT: LUNADA BAY SURF PROBLEMS 

DATE: FEBRUARY 12, 1995 

In response to your request, I have reviewed the attached material. The unsigned letter 
with its threats and accusations are typical of our dealings with surfers They are alwavs 
unwilling to come forward and get involved. 

The list of events since November seems to be a complete fabrication for the most part 
Many of the listed incidents did not occur in Palos Verdes Estates, if they occurred at all' 
Of the events claimed to have occurred in our City, NONE have been reported to this 
Department. Some of the items appear to be the results of an over active imagination I 
can't imagine a person starting a welding machine, and the generator to run it and weldinq 
doors shut, on the vehicle without generating calls to the Police Department. 

The policy of the Police Department has been, and still is, to investigate any and all formal 
complaints. If a crime report is made, the Department will make every effort to identify a 
suspect and to prosecute to the fullest extent possible. However, if no reports are made 
in a timely manner, the possibility of arrest becomes remote. With no victim there is no 
crime. ' 

Gary E. Johansen 
Chief of Police 

GEJ/mm 

CITY1938 
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i-5-96 " " ^ iy 
ftiLu.j >, •-

.̂'ATCs 

?alos Verdes Official; 

aince the November 5, 95 demonstration against Surf Localism at Lunada Bay 
:.!ie l^03 Zer*es S u r f immunity has continued its usual course of actions 
+ T J I6r?eS Estates Police and City also showed where it stood during 
the demonstration by giving out petty traffic tickets to peaceful people 
wno were protesting a long standing problem. The City of PVE and its Police 
showed they can enforce the letter of the law on outsiders while they let 
local surfers get away with felonies and other crimes for two decades. 

Enclosed is a small list of known events since the Wov. 5 95 demonstration ThP 

lTiftS U V f r V t m ?athSr a M S a U r d t h e t r a i l d O T n at Lunada Bay!"heystSl 
loiter and drink m public. Its very obvious thing will not change. Its also noted 
a member of your city council Mike Moody is on the Localism side! 

"?f _ j ; P l a V 0 d° iS B ° y c o t t a 1 1 P V E Restaurants and stores. We plan to identify 
aj. PVE people who are on the side as Surfers or just sympathetic who own ^ 

vervP;imiLrU;^fS6S ? " ^ n ^ 1 ^ B ° y C O t t them" W e a l s o Plan to give a very similar response to any PV Surfers who frequent non PV beachs. 

Palos Verde? Estates Surf Localism is ultimate hypocrisy. We plan another much 
larger and better organized demonstration this time at your City Hall You 

S % J e S ^ T w ^
h L j S : : 8 enCl°Sed aM S6e Vhat ^ ^ --wfd't^ist 

CITY1939 
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Events 5inoe MOT. 5 95 Surf Demonstration at lunada Ba, California 

" ^ r ^ S e f tTae a party ln PVE haa ls d 0 ° r s *• hls °« «". 
Three South High Surf Team members were attacked at a PVE Party by PV Surfers. 

f S°a^lrJCh f °KSPfS ° U t at t h e Demonst^tion was attacked at a w t y by 
a PV Surfer who broke his knee cap with a Tire iron at a Torrance party. 

Shawn grescic and his brother Ian and another South High Surfer were Attacked 
at a Redondo Beach Li^our store by two older bigger PV high surfers Beer 
bottles and a base ball bat were used. suriers, tieer 

Someone threw 2 M-80 type firecrackers at around 11.30 pm at the home of Mr 
Gary Hagins , father of Geoff Hagins and yelled, "PV Rules and Dont co^f to'pV 

t r P a l S I S d f ̂ t e f ^ r ^ h a V S r S C e i V e d C ° n S t a n t ^ «*»*• traced 

Geoff Hagins was verbally harrassed a Haggertys in PVE while resonding to 
help Mike Bernard Jr.Incident was recorded on video tape. r e S ° n < l l n S t o 

Mike Bernard Jr. was surrounded by a group of older surfers who made him 
leave Haggertys after a nother older surfer harrassed him. 

Hagan Kelley was yelled at and his life threatned while surfing exiles in PVE. 

Other south bay surfers report numerous incidents of verbal harrassment in PVF 
and at other local South Bay Beachs where PV Pennisula High Trains? 

CITY1940 
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Jeff Kepley 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Monday, January 04, 2016 10:16 PM 
Jeff Kepley 

Subject: Re: CONGRATULATIONSi 

Jeff 
I think you may be busy until we determine what the EI Nino weather will bring. I know PV may have 
some slide potential so that is a big one. It's funny you mentioned this but I spoke to the my 
contractor and he said that he and his friend ran into the locals preventing them from surfing but his 
friend was a excellent surfer and the waves were huge. His friend was able to get the big ones so the 
locals let him surf. But the problem, at least goes back for some time since he is in his 60's. So it will 
be a challenge to resolve this without community resistance. Looks as bad as the gangs and that 
mentality that spans generations. So when things settle down, let me know when will be a good time 
for lunch. 

Take Care 

-----Original Message-----
From: Jeff Kepley <jkepley@pvestates.ora> 
To: ' 
Sent: Mon, Jan 4, 2016 7:21 pm 
Subject: RE: CONGRATULATIONSi 

Sure. Fairly busy at the time though. Channel 4 was here again this afternoon, this time to do a story on the surf 
bullying 

From:. 
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2016 6:50 PM 
To: Jeff Kepley <jkepley@pvestates.org> 
Subject: Re: CONGRATULATIONSi 

Oh Jeff, 
Would you like to go to lunch in 2016? 

-----Original Message-----
From: Jeff Kepley <jkepley@pvestates.org> 
To: ' 
Sent ;:,un, Jan ;;$, ~Ulti ;j:j~ pm 
Subject: Re: CONGRATULATIONSi 

Thanks I got paroled from La Habral Having a blast. Yeah, dealing with a few legacy problem, but no 
problem. Take care buddy! 

Jeff Kepley 

1 

CITY1786
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On Jan 3, 2016, at 11:39 AM, " 

Jeff 
Congratulation on your selection and promotion to Chief of Police for the city of Palos Verdes. I was 
pleasantly surprised reading the LA Times article about the PV Chief addressing the PV surfing 
hooligans, and reading your name as the Chief who will take action on this ingrained community 
behavior. It's funny but I was talking to the contractor who is refurbishing my condo. Before the 
article, he told me about PV when he surfed and the attitudes of the locals who did not welcome them 
from Huntington Beach. However, his friend was such a great surfer, they let them surf there. 

I really am happy for you attaining your career goal. Much success as Chief, and I hope we can get 
together for lunch in 2016. 

Sincerely 

2 

CITY1787
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Exhibit 12: video filmed by The Guardian 
newspaper and produced during discovery by 
Plaintiffs.  This video is Bates stamped 
PLTF002054.mp4 and is lodged with Court 
pursuant to Local Rule 11-5.1.  See Notice of 
Lodging filed herewith. 
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On May 20, 2015, at 4:42 PM, "Anton Dahlerbruch" <adahlerbruch(a pvestates.org>
wrote:

Jeff, thank you for the update.

Honorable Mayor and City Council,

Below is a summary of information and `next steps' with regard to a
video found on the Internet (see below) today. Since this has come up
today, K -Cal 9 has also contacted the Police Department to talk about
it. In that Captain Best has history with the surfing, he is our designated
PIO for the media contact. Chief Kepley Is fully aware of the past and
current situation, overseeing the response.

With regard to the Dispatcher's comments potentially being interpreted
to implicitly condone the practices of the local surfers, it will be
addressed as a personnel matter. Of course, we don't condone any
territorialism of public beaches.

Thanks, Tony

BCC

From: Jeff Kepley
Sent: Wednesday, May 20, 2015 4:13 PM
To: Anton Dahlerbruch
Cc: Tony Best; Mark Velez
Subject: FW: Bay Boy video

Tony, we learned that this website (URL below) has posted an article on
the "Lunada Bay Boys" and is critical of our surfing community and
City. In the video, they surreptitiously recorded our dispatcher making
comments; "We know all of them. They're infamous around here. They
are pretty much grown men in little men's mindset. They don't like
anyone that's not one of the bay boys, surfing down there. It literally is
like a game with kids on a schoolyard to them. And they don't want you
playing on their swing set. You know, it is what it is. If you feel
uncomfortable, you know then don't do it.." Her comments were not a
policy violation, but certainly lacked professionalism and was not the
message that we would have chosen. Our PD management team met
on this issue and agreed to the following:

1. I will be forwarding a one -page historical overview of our surfer
history to you for inclusion in the Councilmember's Friday
packet along with this website info. This will update them on

2

EXHIBIT

z-

CITY1111
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.. :.¿H,::.:.1;$.1s1i`c:''lk;a . this issue, t relates to this article in case this matter gets
traction or'further media attention.

2. Mark Velez will be talking to Wellington Hengst to remind
dispatchers to be professional and cautious with their
comments and act as though they're being recorded all times
(because they probably are). We are looking into the crime of
audio recording without permission too.

3. Tony Best will be forwarding this link to Patrol Bureau
supervisors to make them aware, and to initiate extra patrols
for anyone responding to this article and to be on the lookout
for trouble over the next few weeks, or locals acting up to
protect their area. We want to be present to discourage any
altercations or disputes.

4. I am interested in proactive attention on this matter -we have
a reputation now of tacitly approving or condoning these
"surfer wars." We are talking about making contact with the
surfers to make it known that we will not tolerate this, but at
the same time do not want to alienate many of our long -term
residents. We may put something on our website about surfer
safety, etc.

5. I am stepping up efforts to replace the boat as this would be a
viable means of creating a presence during any waterborne
conflict between locals and others. And we have discussed the
feasibility of using undercover officers in the area or in the
water to further witness & investigate these matters.

htto://laist.com/2015/05/19/surf turf wars.ohp

3

CITY1112
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I3COKPOfiim3& 1&3B 

^ i / F Q B ^ 

Memorandum 

Date: March 11,2016 

To: Honorable Mayor and City Council 

From: Anton Dahlerbruch, City Manager 

Subject: City Manager's Report for March 7 - March 11, 2016 

1. The Chief and I talked on the telephone this week with Assembly Member Hadley and 
his Chief of Staff, Dave Louden. They scheduled the conference call to talk about the 
situation in Lunada Bay having heard about it from Council Member Jim Black (Rolling 
Hills), then talking with LASD Sgt. Brandon Epp and reading about it in the papers. In 
summary, we thanked him for his interest and support, and advised him that it does not 
seem there is much that could be done for us in Sacramento; his attention might even 
cause more unwanted publicity. In turn, we urged, ancillary to surfing, for any support 
he can provide for funding police body and car cameras and an appropriate boat for water 
patrol, drone legislation to support law enforcement efforts, and for not supporting 
current legislation that allows homeless sleeping in cars on public streets. With regard to 
funding for public safety, the Assembly Member shared that he is sponsoring AB 1745. 
We will be scheduling a letter in support of the legislation for City Council consideration 
on March 22; preliminary information he has provided about it is in your weekly packet. 

Page 1 of 2 

CITY1102 
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CITY1103 
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800-843-7348 - SOUSA.COM - 877-843-8443

Cory Spencer vs. Lunada Bay Boys

Transcript Testimony of
Brant Blakeman

Date: 11/21/2016

Job #: 602221

Court Reporting – Videoconferencing – Trial Presentation – Nationwide Networking

Hermosa Beach - Irvine - Riverside - San Diego - Las Vegas
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  1

  2

  3                 UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

  4       CENTRAL DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA, WESTERN DIVISION

  5

  6   CORY SPENCER, and individual;         )
  DIANA MILENA REED, an individual;     )

  7   And COASTAL PROTECTION RANGERS, INC., )
  a California non-profit public        )

  8   benefit corporation,                  )
                                        )

  9                                         )
              Plaintiffs,               )

 10                                         )
       vs.                              )  No. 2:16-cv-

 11                                         )
  LUNADA BAY BOYS; THE INDIVIDUAL       )  02129-SJO

 12   MEMBERS OF THE LUNADA BAY BOYS,       )  (RAOx)
  including but not limited to          )

 13   SANG LEE, BRANT BLAKEMAN,             )
  ALAN JOHNSTON AKA JALIAN JOHNSTON,    )

 14   MICHAEL RAE PAPAYANS, ANGELO FERRARA, )
  FRANK FERRARA, CHARLIE FERRARA, and   )

 15   N.F.; CITY OF PALOS VERDES ESTATES,   )
  CHIEF OF POLICE JEFF KEPLEY in his    )

 16   representative capacity and DOES      )
  1-10,                                 )

 17                                         )
              Defendants.               )

 18   ______________________________________)

 19

 20

 21        VIDEO DEPOSITION OF BRANT BLAKEMAN, a witness

 22        herein, noticed by HANSON BRIDGETT, LLP, at

 23        736 Fourth Street, Hermosa Beach, California, at

 24        9:31 a.m., on Monday, November 21, 2016, before

 25        Ayu Sasao, CSR 14093.
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Brant Blakeman Cory Spencer vs. Lunada Bay Boys

M&C Corporation (Sousa Court Reporters) Page: 2

  1   APPEARANCES OF COUNSEL:

  2

  3   For Plaintiffs, CORY SPENCER, DIANA MILENA REED, and

  4   COASTAL PROTECTION RANGERS, INC.:

  5   HANSON BRIDGETT, LLP

  6   BY KURT A. FRANKLIN

  7   425 Market Street, 26th Floor

  8   San Francisco, California 94105

  9

 10   OTTEN LAW, PC

 11   BY VICTOR OTTEN

 12   3620 Pacific Coast Highway, #100

 13   Torrance, California 90505

 14

 15   For Defendant, Brant Blakeman:

 16   BUCHALTER NEMER, APC

 17   BY ROBERT S. COOPER

 18   1000 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 1500

 19   Los Angeles, California 90017

 20

 21   VEATCH CARLSON, LLP

 22   BY RICHARD P. DIEFFENBACH

 23   1055 Wilshire Boulevard, 11th Floor

 24   Los Angeles, California 90017

 25
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Brant Blakeman Cory Spencer vs. Lunada Bay Boys

M&C Corporation (Sousa Court Reporters) Page: 3

  1   For Defendants, ANGELO FERRARA, N.F.:

  2   LAW OFFICES OF MARK C. FIELDS, APC

  3   BY MARK C. FIELDS

  4   333 South Hope Street, 35th Floor

  5   Los Angeles, California 90017

  6

  7   For Defendant, SANG LEE:

  8   LEWIS BRISBOIS BISGAARD & SMITH, LLP

  9   BY TERA A. LUTZ

 10   633 West 5th Street, Suite 4000

 11   Los Angeles, CA 90071

 12

 13   BOOTH, MITCHEL & STRANGE LLP (Appearing telephonically)

 14   BY JACKIE VU

 15   707 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 3000

 16   Los Angeles, California 90017

 17

 18   For Defendant, MICHAEL RAY PAPAYANS:

 19   HAVEN LAW

 20   BY PETER T. HAVEN

 21   1230 Rosecrans Avenue, Suite 300

 22   Manhattan Beach, California 90266

 23

 24   For Defendants, CITY OF PALOS VERDES and CHIEF OF POLICE

 25   JEFF KEPLEY:
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Brant Blakeman Cory Spencer vs. Lunada Bay Boys

M&C Corporation (Sousa Court Reporters) Page: 4

  1   KUTAK ROCK, LLP

  2   BY ANTOINETTE P. HEWITT

  3   5 Park Plaza, Suite 1500

  4   Irvine, California 92614

  5

  6   KUTAK ROCK, LLP (Appearing telephonically)

  7   BY CHARLYNN LAVRAN

  8   5 Park Plaza, Suite 1500

  9   Irvine, California 92614

 10

 11   For Defendants, CHARLIE FERRARA and FRANK FERRARA:

 12   BREMER WHYTE BROWN & O'MEARA, LLP

 13   BY LAURA L. BELL

 14   21271 Burbank Boulevard, Suite 110

 15   Woodland Hills, California 91367

 16

 17   Also Present:  Chuck Perry, Videographer

 18

 19

 20

 21                           I N D E X

 22   WITNESS:   BRANT BLAKEMAN

 23   EXAMINATION BY:                       PAGE

 24   MR. FRANKLIN                            8

 25
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Brant Blakeman Cory Spencer vs. Lunada Bay Boys

M&C Corporation (Sousa Court Reporters) Page: 5

  1                        E X H I B I T S

  2
  PLAINTIFF        DESCRIPTION                  PAGE

  3
  EXHIBIT 160      NOTICE OF DEPOSITION          131

  4
  EXHIBIT 161      PHOTOGRAPH                    132

  5
  EXHIBIT 162      PHOTOGRAPH                    134

  6
  EXHIBIT 163      PHOTOGRAPH                    135

  7
  EXHIBIT 164      PHOTOGRAPH                    135

  8
  EXHIBIT 165      PHOTOGRAPH                    136

  9
  EXHIBIT 166      PHOTOGRAPH                    137

 10
  EXHIBIT 167      PHOTOGRAPH                    139

 11
  EXHIBIT 168      PHOTOGRAPH                    143

 12
  EXHIBIT 169      PHOTOGRAPH                    143

 13
  EXHIBIT 170      PHOTOGRAPH                    145

 14
  EXHIBIT 171      PHOTOGRAPH                    147

 15
  EXHIBIT 172      PHOTOGRAPH                    176

 16
  EXHIBIT 173      PHOTOGRAPH                    178

 17
  EXHIBIT 174      PHOTOGRAPH                    183

 18
  EXHIBIT 175      PHOTOGRAPH                    185

 19
  EXHIBIT 176      PHOTOGRAPH                    189

 20
  EXHIBIT 177      PHOTOGRAPH                    192

 21
  EXHIBIT 178      PHOTOGRAPH                    195

 22
  EXHIBIT 179      PHOTOGRAPH                    197

 23
  EXHIBIT 180      MAP                           198

 24
  EXHIBIT 181      DOCUMENTS                     202

 25
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Brant Blakeman Cory Spencer vs. Lunada Bay Boys

M&C Corporation (Sousa Court Reporters) Page: 6

  1   EXHIBIT 182      MAPS                          204

  2   EXHIBIT 183      DOCUMENTS                     263

  3

  4

  5
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  7

  8

  9

 10

 11

 12

 13

 14
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 17
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 20
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 23

 24

 25
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Brant Blakeman Cory Spencer vs. Lunada Bay Boys

M&C Corporation (Sousa Court Reporters) Page: 336

  1        I, Ayu Sasao, CSR 14093, do hereby declare:

  2        That, prior to being examined, the witness named in
  the foregoing deposition was by me duly sworn pursuant to

  3   Section 30(f)(1) of the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure
  and the deposition is a true record of the testimony

  4   given by the witness.

  5        That said deposition was taken down by me in
  shorthand at the time and place therein named and

  6   thereafter reduced to text under my direction.

  7        _____  That the witness was requested to review the
              transcript and make any changes to the

  8               transcript as a result of that review
              pursuant to Section 30(e) of the Federal

  9               Rules of Civil Procedure.

 10        _____  No changes have been provided by the witness
              during the period allowed.

 11
       _____  The changes made by the witness are appended

 12               to the transcript.

 13        _____  No request was made that the transcript be
              reviewed pursuant to Section 30(e) of the

 14               Federal Rules of Civil Procedure.

 15        I further declare that I have no interest in the
  event of the action.

 16
       I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of

 17   the United States of America that the foregoing is true
  and correct.

 18
       WITNESS my hand this ________________________ day of

 19
  _________________________________, _________.

 20

 21
  Ayu Sasao, CSR 14093

 22

 23

 24

 25
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Brant Blakeman Cory Spencer vs. Lunada Bay Boys

M&C Corporation (Sousa Court Reporters) Page: 15

  1        Q.  Do you know the carrier for that phone?

  2        A.  You mean what make it is?

  3        Q.  Well, sure.  Why don't we start with that.

  4        A.  I think it's a Sony.

  5        Q.  Sony, you think it's a Sony?

  6        A.  Yeah.  I use it very infrequently.

  7        Q.  Do you know what service provider you use, AT&T

  8   or Verizon?

  9        A.  Not Verizon.  It's provided by the City.

 10        Q.  It's provided by the City?

 11        A.  Yes.  Because I'm -- yes.

 12        Q.  So you work for the City?

 13        A.  No.  I'm a volunteer Citizen's Emergency

 14   Response Team member.

 15        Q.  So when you say City, is that the City of Palos

 16   Verdes Estates?

 17        A.  Yes.

 18        Q.  So does the invoice go to you and you get

 19   reimbursed or does that go to the City of Palos Verdes

 20   Estates?

 21        A.  I assume it goes to the City of Palos Verdes

 22   Estates.

 23        MR. COOPER:  Well, now, Counsel doesn't want you to

 24   assume or guess.  If you have some knowledge --

 25        MR. FRANKLIN:  I can give --
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Brant Blakeman Cory Spencer vs. Lunada Bay Boys

M&C Corporation (Sousa Court Reporters) Page: 242

  1   Palos Verdes Estates Police never talked to you about

  2   that day?

  3        A.  They asked me -- they actually, they did.  They

  4   came over to my house.  I didn't go down there for a --

  5   for a -- for an interrogation or whatever.

  6        They came over to my house.  And he asked me if I

  7   poured beer on her and exposed himself and those are both

  8   no, no.

  9        Q.  You didn't see it or you don't know?

 10        MR. COOPER:  Misstates his testimony.

 11        THE WITNESS:  He did not do that.  It's just, that's

 12   false.

 13        BY MR. FRANKLIN:

 14        Q.  Okay.  So you were observing Mr. Johnston the

 15   whole time you were on the patio?

 16        A.  Pretty much.  Not the whole time, I mean -- I

 17   was taking pictures of the waves and -- yeah.

 18        Q.  Uh-huh.  Who came over to your house?

 19        Do you know what officer?

 20        A.  Yes.

 21        Q.  Who?

 22        A.  Steve Barber.

 23        Q.  How long did Mr. Barber spend at your house?

 24        A.  Five minutes.

 25        Q.  And I think Mr. Barber is one of the police
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  1   officers you said you knew?

  2        A.  Yes.

  3        Q.  And how long have you known Mr. Barber?

  4        A.  Eight years, maybe.

  5        Q.  You said you knew him from the community?

  6        A.  Yes.

  7        Q.  Did you know him from your work in your

  8   volunteer work?

  9        A.  Not through that, no.

 10        Q.  How did you know him?

 11        A.  Just the community.  He's a really good officer.

 12   He keeps in touch with the community, you know.  And I

 13   know -- I know a lot of police officers, PV police

 14   officers.

 15        Q.  Besides Mr. Barber and Mr. Eberhard, who are the

 16   other -- you said you knew lots of PV police officers?

 17        A.  I know Ken Eckhart (Phonetic).

 18        Q.  Ken Eckhart?

 19        A.  Yeah.

 20        Q.  How long have you known Mr. Eckhart?

 21        A.  10, 12 years.

 22        Q.  So Mr. Barber, Mr. Eberhard, Mr. Eckhart.  Who

 23   else do you know?

 24        A.  Rick Delmont (Phonetic), who's no longer a

 25   police officer there.  He's retired.
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  1        Q.  Mr. Barber, Mr. Eckhart, Mr. Delmont.

  2        Anybody else?

  3        A.  Aaron -- I don't know his last name.

  4        Q.  Valez?  Do you know Officer Valez?

  5        A.  Oh, yeah.  Let's see.  He's a captain or

  6   something?

  7        Q.  Do you know him?

  8        A.  Yes.  Just to say hi to --

  9        Q.  Yes.

 10        Anybody else that you know?

 11        A.  Actually, I knew a lot more.  They're all pretty

 12   much retired.  So, I'm getting older.  I don't know a lot

 13   of the new ones, so --

 14        Q.  Have you ever had any over to your house?

 15        A.  On a social or --

 16        Q.  Yes, social.

 17        A.  I knew Luke Halinga (Phonetic), too.

 18        Q.  Does he still work there?

 19        A.  Mm-hm.

 20        Q.  So do you -- have you ever had any over to your

 21   house, socially?

 22        A.  No.

 23        Q.  Do any of the officers -- I think I asked this,

 24   but I'll ask it again.

 25        Do you know any of the Palos Verdes Estates police
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  1        MR. DIEFFENBACH:  I'll take a copy and a synched

  2   video.

  3        MS. BELL:  I'll take a copy.

  4        MR. OTTEN:  Anybody else?

  5        MR. FRANKLIN:  Thank you very much, I appreciate it.

  6        THE VIDEOGRAPHER:  This marks the end of DVD No. 2.

  7   And the conclusion of today's video deposition of Blake

  8   -- excuse me.  Brant Blakeman.

  9        Today's date is November 21st, 2016.  The time is

 10   6:31 p.m. and we're off the record.

 11        (The proceedings concluded at 6:31 p.m.)

 12                           ***

 13

 14

 15        I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of

 16   the State of California that the foregoing is true and

 17   correct.

 18

 19        Executed at _________________________, California,

 20        on __________________________________.

 21

 22

 23           _______________________________________
                    BRANT BLAKEMAN

 24

 25
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1

1               UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

2               CENTRAL DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA

3                     WESTERN DIVISION

4                           - - -

5

6 CORY SPENCER, AN INDIVIDUAL;    )
DIANA MILENA REED, AN           )

7 INDIVIDUAL; AND COASTAL         )
PROTECTION RANGERS, INC.,       )

8 A CALIFORNIA NON-PROFIT PUBLIC  )
BENEFIT CORPORATION,            )

9                                 )
              Plaintiffs,       )

10                                 )
     vs.                        ) No.:  2:16-cv-02129-SJO(RAOx)

11                                 )
                                )

12 LUNADA BAY BOYS; THE INDIVIDUAL )
MEMBERS OF THE LUNADA BAY BOYS, )

13 INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO    )
SANG LEE, BRANT BLAKEMAN, ALAN  )

14 JOHNSTON, AKA JALIAN JOHNSTON,  )
MICHAEL RAE PAPAYANS, ANGELO    )

15 FERRARA, FRANK FERRARA, CHARLIE )
FERRARA, AND N.F.; CITY OF      )

16 PALOS VERDES ESTATES; CHIEF     )
OF POLICE JEFF KEPLEY AND       )

17 DOES 1 - 10,                    )
                                )

18               Defendants.       )
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ )

19

20                       DEPOSITION OF

21                     ANTON DAHLERBRUCH

22                     IRVINE, CALIFORNIA

23                     NOVEMBER 18, 2016

24 REPORTED BY:  ANGELIQUE MELODY FERRIO, CSR NO. 6979

25 FILE NO:      AA0C286
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2

1               UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

2              CENTRAL DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA

3                     WESTERN DIVISION

4                           - - -

5

6 CORY SPENCER, AN INDIVIDUAL;    )
DIANA MILENA REED, AN           )

7 INDIVIDUAL; AND COASTAL         )
PROTECTION RANGERS, INC.,       )

8 A CALIFORNIA NON-PROFIT PUBLIC  )
BENEFIT CORPORATION,            )

9                                 )
              Plaintiffs,       )

10                                 )
     vs.                        ) No.:  2:16-cv-02129-SJO(RAOx)

11                                 )
                                )

12 LUNADA BAY BOYS; THE INDIVIDUAL )
MEMBERS OF THE LUNADA BAY BOYS, )

13 INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO    )
SANG LEE, B RANT BLAKEMAN, ALAN )

14 JOHNSTON, AKA JALIAN JOHNSTON,  )
MICHAEL RAE PAPAYANS, ANGELO    )

15 FERRARA, FRANK FERRARA, CHARLIE )
FERRARA, AND N.F.; CITY OF      )

16 PALOS VERDES ESTATES; CHIEF     )
OF POLICE JEFF KEPLEY AND       )

17 DOES 1 - 10,                    )
                                )

18               Defendants.       )
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ )

19

20          Deposition of ANTON DAHLERBRUCH, taken on

21 behalf of the Plaintiffs, at Premier Business Center,

22 One Park Plaza, Suite 600, Irvine, California, 92614,

23 commencing at 9:45 a.m., Friday, November 18, 2016,

24 before ANGELIQUE MELODY FERRIO, CSR No. 6979.

25
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3

1                   A P P E A R A N C E S

2

3 FOR THE PLAINTIFFS:

4      LAW OFFICES OF HANSON, BRIDGETT, LLP
     BY:  KURT A. FRANKLIN, ESQ.

5      425 Market Street
     26th Floor

6      San Francisco, California 94105

7

8      OTTEN LAW, P.C.
     BY:  VICTOR J. OTTEN, ESQ.

9      3620 Pacific Coast Highway
     Suite 100

10      Torrance, California 90505

11

12 FOR THE DEFENDANT CITY OF PALOS VERDES:

13      KUTAK, ROCK, LLP
     BY:  EDWIN J. RICHARDS, ESQ.

14      5 Park Plaza
     Suite 500

15      Irvine, California 92614

16

17 FOR THE DEFENDANT MICHAEL PAPAYANS:

18      HAVEN LAW
     BY:  PETER T. HAVEN, ESQ.

19      1230 Rosecrans Avenue
     Suite 300

20      Manhattan Beach, California 90266

21

22 FOR THE DEFENDANT SANG LEE:

23      LEWIS, BRISBOIS, BISGAARD & SMITH, LLP
     BY:  TERA A. LUTZ, ESQ.

24      633 West 5th Street
     Suite 4000

25      Los Angeles, California 90071
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4

1 APPEARANCES CONTINUED:

2

3 FOR THE DEFENDANT BRANT BLAKEMAN:

4      VEATCH CARLSON, LLP
     BY:  RICHARD P. DIEFFENBACH, ESQ.

5      1055 Wilshire Boulevard
     11th Floor

6      Los Angeles, California 90071

7

8 FOR THE DEFENDANT SANG LEE:

9      LAW OFFICES OF BOOTH, MITCHEL & STRANGE, LLP
     BY:  JACKIE K. VU, ESQ.

10      707 Wilshire Boulevard
     Suite 3000

11      Los Angeles, California 90017

12

13 FOR THE DEFENDANT ANGELO FERRARA AND N.F.:

14      (BY TELEPHONE)

15      LAW OFFICES OF MARK C. FIELDS, APC
     BY:  MARK C. FIELDS, ESQ.

16      333 South Hope Street
     35th Floor

17      Los Angeles, California 90071

18

19 FOR THE DEFENDANTS FRANK AND CHARLIE FERRARA:

20      (BY TELEPHONE)

21      BREMER, WHYTE, BROWN & O'MEARA, LLP
     BY:  LAURA L. BELL, ESQ.

22      21271 Burbank Boulevard
     Suite 110

23      Woodland Hills, California 91367

24

25
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1 APPEARANCES CONTINUED:

2

3 FOR THE DEFENDANT BRANT BLAKEMAN:

4      (BY TELEPHONE)

5      BUCHALTER NEMER, APC
     BY:  ROBERT S. COOPER, ESQ.

6      1000 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 1500
     Los Angeles, California 90017

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23 Atkinson-Baker, Inc.
Court Reporters

24 www.depo.com
(800) 288-3376

25
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1                           INDEX

2

3 WITNESS:  ANTON DAHLERBRUCH

4

5 EXAMINATION BY:                                  PAGE

6      MR. FRANKLIN                                  11

7

8

9 EXHIBITS

10 NUMBER                DESCRIPTION               PAGE

11  2        Memo From Jeff Kepley                 200
          To Anton Dahlerbruch

12           Dated Wednesday, May 20, 2015
          CITY 1111 - CITY 1112

13           Consisting of two pages

14

15  5        Memo From Anton Dahlerbruch           203
          To Charlie Mowat, Jeff Kepley

16           Dated Friday, February 5, 2016
          CITY 1015 - CITY 1016

17           Consisting of two pages

18

19  6        Memo From Anton Dahlerbruch           208
          To Michael Papayans

20           Dated Monday, February 8, 2016
          CITY 996 - CITY 998

21           Consisting of three pages

22

23  8        Letter From Paul S.                   234
          To Tony Dahlerbruch

24           Dated February 15, 2016
          CITY 323

25           Consisting of one page
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1 Coastal Commission, you made it to the fort and then

2 what happened?

3      A.  They had never seen it before.  They had never

4 been down there.  They had only looked from on top.  So,

5 they looked at it and inspected it and evaluated its

6 condition and talked about its removal and that was it.

7      Q.  Did the Coastal Commission say that it had to

8 be removed?

9      A.  They have consistently told us that the City

10 Council has the option of permitting it or removing it.

11      Q.  And if it was permitted, did they want other

12 things to happen as part of the permitting process?

13      A.  They have suggested in writing that if it was

14 permitted there may be other amenities that they feel

15 would enhance the area.

16      Q.  And so do you recall any of the amenities that

17 the Coastal Commission thought that might enhance the

18 area?

19      A.  They talked about benches and binoculars.

20      Q.  Signs?

21      A.  Signs, yeah.

22      Q.  Does the City consider that a beach to be used

23 by the public or that is an accessible beach or does the

24 City have some other in terms of storm runoff or that

25 type of thing, is that a usable beach for residents and

Case 2:16-cv-02129-SJO-RAO   Document 159-3   Filed 12/29/16   Page 108 of 132   Page ID
 #:2832



Atkinson-Baker Court Reporters
www.depo.com

November 18, 2016
Anton Dahlerbruch

107

1 others or does the City have some other label that it

2 puts on that beach; is it available to the public in

3 terms of what the City understands?

4      A.  It's completely available to the public and

5 used by the public.

6      Q.  Are any of the City's beaches accessible to the

7 beach goers with disabilities?

8      A.  I couldn't tell you offhand because the law

9 would prescribe what would be required in a public

10 space, in a native, natural open space.

11          And I can't tell you how the law would apply to

12 those situations.

13      Q.  Has the City hired a certified access

14 specialist or any other type of consultant to evaluate

15 the accessibility of their beaches to persons with

16 disabilities?

17      A.  No.

18      Q.  In your estimation, if a person was a

19 wheelchair user could they access Lunada Bay?

20          MR. DIEFFENBACH:  Vague and ambiguous, over

21 broad, calls for expert opinion.

22          MR. FRANKLIN:  I'm asking for his personal

23 opinion.  He has been down there so.

24          THE WITNESS:  I'm not going to judge.  Everyone

25 has different disabilities.  Saying that from a person
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1      Q.  And did you receive a telephone call from

2 somebody indicating that, complaining about the

3 undercover operation?

4      A.  No.

5      Q.  Did you receive a call from the community

6 anonymously from someone relating to an undercover

7 operation?

8      A.  A phone call, no.

9      Q.  Did you receive an E-Mail?

10      A.  No, not that I recall.

11      Q.  Did you receive an in-person visit from anybody

12 relating to an undercover operation planned for Lunada

13 Bay?

14      A.  One of the folks that had reached out to the

15 City shared an in-person meeting that he was aware that

16 there might be something planned.

17      Q.  And who was that?

18      A.  I think his name was Thiel was his last name.

19 I don't remember his first name.

20      Q.  T-h-i-e-l?

21      A.  Something like that.

22      Q.  Is it a Mr. Thiel or is that his first name?

23      A.  He's male, but I don't recall his first name.

24      Q.  Thiel is the last name.

25          What do you recall -- where was the visit with
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1 Mr. Thiel; did he come by your office?

2      A.  Yes, he did.

3      Q.  And do you remember when that was?

4      A.  I don't remember the date.

5      Q.  And what did Mr. Thiel say to you?

6      A.  He was concerned about all of the, what was

7 going on in the area, in Lunada Bay.  And he wanted to

8 express his concern about that.

9      Q.  And do you remember any specific detail in

10 terms of expressive concern or is that all that you

11 remember today?

12      A.  He was concerned that there has been a lot of

13 attention.  And in terms of, he was not satisfied with

14 how the City was responding to the publicity and all of

15 the information that was being circulated in

16 relationship.

17      Q.  Is that all that he said, I'm not satisfied

18 with the way that the City is responding to the

19 publicity?

20      A.  I don't remember the exact words.

21      Q.  Can you provide anymore detail than that or is

22 that all that you can remember today?

23      A.  That's pretty much what the theme was.

24      Q.  I'm not asking what the theme was, but can you

25 recall any other detail of that conversation?
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1      A.  Other than his expressing concern about how the

2 City is responding, and as you already said, expressing

3 that he thinks that there might be some type of sting

4 operation, that was what we talked about.

5      Q.  So, was he in favor of there being more police

6 effort or less police effort?

7      A.  I don't remember that exactly.  He didn't think

8 the City was handling it well.

9      Q.  And that's all that he expressed, I don't think

10 that the City is handling it well; you had an in-person

11 office visit with him and that's it?

12      A.  You know, we listen to everybody and we take

13 everybody seriously and we want to hear everybody out.

14          If someone wants to meet with me, my doors are

15 open.  And he made an appointment and we talked about

16 it.  And he was not happy with how the City was

17 responding.

18      Q.  And what did you tell him?

19      A.  I listened because we were trying to, we care,

20 we really care about making sure about, we care about

21 what we were hearing and wanted to address it and wanted

22 to hear him out as we did with everybody else.

23      Q.  Have you heard of any complaints about any --

24 strike that.

25          Have you heard of persons who have been to
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1 STATE OF CALIFORNIA   )
                      )

2 COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES )

3

4

5

6          I, the undersigned, declare under penalty of

7 perjury that I have read the foregoing transcript, and I

8 have made any corrections, additions, or deletions that

9 I was desirous of making; that the foregoing is a true

10 and correct transcript of my testimony contained

11 therein.

12

13           EXECUTED this _____________ day of _________,

14 20_________, at _____________________, _______________.

15                         (City)             (State)

16

17

18

19
_______________________________________________

20 ANTON DAHLERBRUCH

21

22

23

24

25
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REPORTER'S CERTIFICATE

I, ANGELIQUE MELODY FERRIO, C.S.R. NO. 6979, a

Certified Shorthand Reporter, certify:

That the foregoing proceedings were taken

before me at the time and place therein set forth, at

which time the witness was put under oath by me;

That the testimony of the witness and all

objections made at the time of the examination were

recorded stenographically by me and were thereafter

That the foregoing is a true and correct

transcript of my shorthand notes so taken.

I further certify that I am not a relative or

employee of any attorney or of any of the parties, nor

financially interested in the action.

I declare under penalty of perjury under the

law of the State of California that the foregoing is

true and correct.

Dated this 18th day of November, 2016.

read and sicm not requested

r~ ~

Ang iqu Melody Fe io
CSR No. 6979
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REPORTER'S CERTIFICATION OF CERTIFIED COPY

I, ANGELIQUE MELODY FERRIO, CSR No. 6979, a

Certified Shorthand Reporter in the State of California,

certify that the foregoing pages are a true and correct

copy of the original deposition of ANION DAHLERBRUCH,

taken on Friday, November 18, 2016.

I declare under penalty of perjury under the

laws of the State of California that the foregoing is

true and correct.

Dated this 18th day of November, 2016.

Ang liq e Melody rrio
CSR No. 6979
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Probst, Kari L.

From: Anton Dahlerbruch <adahlerbruch @pvestates.org>
Sent: Friday, February 05, 2016 8:04 PM
To: Charlie Mowat
Cc: Jeff Kepley
Subject: RE: Chief Kepley policies

Dear Mr, Mowat,

Thank you for your email to me and the City Council. It was received by all of us and I'm writing to both acknowledge its
receipt and respond. It's been a long day; sorry for the late response.

We all would agree that the press about the local surfing situation is creating un -need attention about a structure that
has existed for a long time; social media has further increased the spread of stories and information. I can assure you
that City staff, including the Chief, do not intend any arbitrary action(s) related to the patio, and its removal is not
imminent or planned. On the other hand, it is an unauthorized structure and, as with all unauthorized structures in the
City's parklands, we consider the options of what, if anything, is necessary to do about it. No decisions have been made
and of all the unauthorized structures that exist throughout the City, we are first focusing on those that represent safety
concerns and block the public's access to open spaces. We have attempted to convey this information and perspective
to the press. The press reports what they want and splices together information for their report(s). Please also be
forewarned, we are aware that the press plans additional articles in the near future that may or may not accurately
represent the staff's position and disposition of the structure while calling more attention to the patio.

We also have not had wide- spread reports of vandalism or bullying that the press has implied is a prevalent
situation. However, we have received a few complaints about the area being protected by local surfers for the exclusive
use of select people. In response, the Police Department must assure the public's safety and public access to the
shoreline, as the shoreline is public space; thus they patrol the area as necessary. While doing so, we are pleased to
report that since December, burglaries in the City have sharply declined following intensive work by the Police
Department.

The Police Chief reports to me and as such, I'd like to invite you to meet and discuss this further. Our meeting will
include both the Mayor and the Police Chief so we can together address your concerns and the topics you raise. It is

important to talk about them. If you are interested, please let me know your availability; I will coordinate the meeting
for all of us.

Thank you and we share your frustration with all the reports. I look forward to hearing back from you.

Tony

c: Mayor and City Council

.10,vr.xa4,

v4ob..irti, mex

4GIFóCcO

Anton (Tony) Dahlerbruch

1

CITY1015
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City Manager
City of Palos Verdes Estates
340 Palos Verdes Drive West
Palos Verdes Estates, CA 90274
@ADahlerbruchPVE on Twitter
310.378.0383 Fax: 310.378.7820 www.pvestates.org

This is a transmission from the City of Palos Verdes Estates. The information contained in this email pertains to City business and is intended solely for
the use of the individual or entity to whom it is addressed. If the reader of this message is not an intended recipient, or the employee or agent
responsible for delivering the message to the intended recipient and you have received this message in error, please advise the sender by reply email
and delete the message.

WARNING: Computer viruses can be transmitted by e -mail. The recipient should check this e -mail and any attachments for the presence of viruses. The
CITY OF PALOS VERDES ESTATES accepts no liability for any damage caused by any virus transmitted by this e -mail.

From: Charlie Mowat [mailto:cmowat @gmail.comj
Sent: Friday, February 05, 2016 3:01 PM
To: City Manager <citymanager @pvestates.org >; Anton Dahlerbruch <adahlerbruch @pvestates.org >; James Goodhart
<joodhart @pvestates.org >; City Council <citycouncil @pvestates.org >; Jennifer King <jking @pvestates.org >; Betty Lin
Peterson <bpeterson @pvestates.org >; John Rea <jrea @pvestates.org >; James Vandever <jandever @pvestates.org>
Subject: Chief Kepley policies

February 5, 2016
RE: Chief Kepley policies
From: Charles Mowat
PVE resident since 1975

Dear Mayor Goodhart, Mayor King, PVE City Council, Managers and Members

As a life long PVE resident I am outraged by the recent events taken by our NEW police chief Kepley. In my opinion, the actions taken and
words spoken to the media in regards to the local surf situation, in the midsts of the recent crime spree, are grounds for his termination. Having
grownup with a number of the fine police officers of PVE, it is easy to see that they too are disenfranchised with Chief Kepley's manor of so
called leadership. I, and many other residents of this fine community, find it hard to believe that this Chief has our best Interest at heart. It
appears that he is trying to make a name for himself as the "new sheriff in town" by grandstanding to the media while railroading the local
surfers that have policed and protected these shores for over 5 decades!. He boasts how he looks forward to arresting someone who steps out
of line. Who does this? As the son of a former LAPD police officer, I find threatening a city's residents completely irresponsible. I guarantee if
my father were still alive he would be having words with Chief Kepley. This may be the way Police Chiefs do things in La Habra but I have no
patience for this behavior in my home town. And if YOU feel that he is acting in our best interest then maybe it's time for a change in leadership
of the people that hired him and endorse his policies. Are you catching my drift ?! ?l

As a PVE home owner I would like to see Chief Kepley replaced by someone within the department that is in touch with the local residents and
actually knows what is going on in this community. I knew the last 4 police chiefs on a first named basis and would gladly have any one of
them back. They were engaged with the local residents and set policy in house rather than boast his grandiose plans to the media for his own
personal gain. It appears to me that Chief Kepley is grasping for something to save his job for this ridiculous vendetta against the local surfers
whilst homes in PVE were getting robbed almost on a daily basis.

I think it's time to cut our losses and replace Kepley with one of our senior officers that can see the big picture and lead our police force the way
it should be lead. I suggest someone that has integrity, a solid reputation with the local residents of PVE as well as fellow police officers,
contributed greatly to apprehending the perpetrators that burglarized my street for the last year, and in my opinion, would restore the PVE
Police reputation to the greatness that it once was.
For his own privacy I won't mention his name but the choice is obvious.

Chief Kepley advocates tearing down the cement structure at the bottom of the cliffs at Lunada Bay. I ask you, what possible good will come of
this? No one knows who built this 30 year old structure but I do know that when I'm down there with my family (my own Mother) I see people
from all over the World enjoying it. Soliciting my tax paying dollars to destroy something that ALL people enjoy is ludicrous.

Furthermore, having police officers stand around on top of the cliffs like they did this morning, to "protect" these out of town glory seekers is a

complete waste of police resources and tax payer dollars. Believe me, his actions will bring thousands of surfers from all around the World to
this town. Once this happens the trash that is left behind and the riff -raff and crime that is caused will be on your hands.
This, to me, is further evidence of Chief Kepley's dereliction of duty and further proves how out of touch he is with the local residents of PVE.

I know other fellow residents are writing you letters of discontent. As a tax paying home owner who plans to live in Lunada Bay for the rest of
my life, I hope this administration will listen to it's residents and make the necessary changes in law enforcement leadership to restore it back
to
the trusted police department it once was.
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71* Is • tnnamls:lioa from the City af Palos Yeroes Estataa The JrrfolTTllliion cantllliled in_ this emaD peltIJJns to City bJJsiness and is Intended ~ tor 
fbe ,- alfhe lndMdua/ ar ~la W'bom It is •dclrsss9d. lftbe rHdlK of thls-ge Is rrat an~ l'9dpient, or the employee or llfJflflf 
181fP011S1b1t for de/ivertng the IJJ88Sllfl8·to the lnamdad n,c/pi«Jt 11nll you have ~ed this maage In IIITDf, plfHISII advisa the sam:lttr by nply emal 
8Rd del,,te ti» m-.g,,. 

WARNING: ComputrwtlSeS CJll1I be lr/m$m/tted by e-md. TM~ !Jbollld cbeok tb/s &-mal and ll1Tf stlllchmtmts forthe pt'QBROB of wus-. The 
CITY OF PALOS VERDES ESTATES llCC8/JG no 6sblllty for any damage c:aus«J by IIDY viruB tnmst,'littlld by this e-md. 

· Fronr. Michael Thiel i..:.lm:.::altto=:a!.=--------
Sent: Monday, February 08, 2016 12:25 PM 
To: Anton Dahlerbruch <acfahlerbruch@pvestates..org> 
Cc Jeff Kepley <jkepley@pvestates..org> 
subject: Re: mtg cancellation 

Dear Tony- I must say I'm disappointed I I was really looking forward to an open and respectful exchange of views 
regarding the various issues that I raised. 
In my experience, such a conversatic,m is better conducted and 1s more effective in a private setting. 
Therefore, I ask you to please reconsider your decision. 
Whlle I am wi11ing to address the city council as well, I truly believe that the smalJer meeting would be- more effective. 
I( other residents have raised similar issues, perhaps a meeting with all of them at once would be productive. 
Thank you for your consideration, · 
Michael 

Sent from my iPhone 

On Feb 8, 2016, at 11:13 AM, Anton Dahlerbruch <adahlerbruch@pvestates.org> wrote: 

Dear Mr. Thiel, 

Since receiving your Jetter, we have received a few additional, very similar emails expressing concern 
about the allocation of police resources, statements by the Police Chief, and City efforts to address the 
variety of surfing issues in Lunada Bay. As such, rather than meet with everyone indlviduaUy on these 
matters., we will be posting a statement on the City's website and will address the matter in public with 
the City Council. You are welcome to attend the City Council meeting and under public comment at the 
beginning of the·meeting, also speak to the City Council. The Oty Council meets the znd and 41ti Tuesday 
at 7:30pm in City Hall. As such, we are going to cancel the meeting scheduled with yqu for Thursday. If 
you have any questions about this, please don't hesitate to call me. 

Again, thank you for expressing your comments. We appreciate it. 

Tony 

c: Mayor and City Council 

Anton (Tony} Dahlerbruch 
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Anton (Tony) Dahlerbruch. 
City Manager 
City of Palos Verdes Estates 
340 Palos Verdes Drive West 
Palos Verdes Estates, CA 90274 
@f,DahlerbruchPVE on Twitter 
310.378.0383 Fax: 310.378.7820 www.pvestates.org 

I 
' 

This is a transmission from the City of Palos Verdes Estates. The information contained In this email pertains to City business and is intended solely for 
the use of the individual or entity to whom it is addressed. If the reeder of this message is not an intended recipient, or the employee or agent 
responsible for delivering the message to the intended recipient and you have received this message in error, please advise the sender by reply email 
and delete the message. 

WARNING: Computer viruses can be transmitted by e-mail. The recipient should check this e-mail and any attachments for the presence of viruses. The 
CITY OF PALOS VERDES ESTA TES accepts no liability for any damage caused by any virus transmitted by this e-mail. 

From: Anton Dahlerbruch 
Sent: Monday, February 08, 2016 11:29 AM 
To: 'Michael Papayans' <mpaps@cox.net> 
Cc: Jeff Kepley <jkepley@pvestates.org> 
Subject: RE: Chief Kepley complaint 2-7-2016 

Dear Mr. Papayans, 

Thank you for your email about the allocation of police resources, statements by the Police Chief, and City efforts to 
address the variety of surfing issues in Lunada Bay. We appreciate you taking the time to write us and state your 
concerns. Your email was received by the Mayor and City Council and on behalf of the City, and as the person to whom 
the Police Chief reports, I am writing to respond. 

The City and our Police Department are committed to ensuring the safety and security of all, and we allocate resources 
where and when necessary to respond to situations that exist. We are happy to report that a recent rash of burglaries 
have significantly declined, and we believe this is due to the hard work of our police department staff and increased 
awareness among homeowners to ensure their residences are properly secured. While several arrests were made, the 
police department continues to monitor this situation and will take the necessary steps should we experience a return of 
this activity. 

In recent weeks, there has been renewed attention regarding the safety of our coastline, notably complaints that a few 
surfers are allegedly demonstrating intimidation tactics to "protect" the waters for local surfers. This has been fostered 
and sustained by the media and interested individuals, shared on-line, and generated public and Coastal Commission 
input. However, as with any complaint or concern about public safety, our Police Department investigates and evaluates 
the situation, and will take appropriate action. As with any public facility or space, the city must ensure our residents 
and the public can enjoy areas, such as Lunada Bay, safely and in peace. As such, police patrols of our beach areas may 
increase from time to time for safety purposes. There also have been news media reports and individual letters received 
by the City directing our attention to the unpermitted outdoor structure on the shoreline in Lunada Bay and whether 
this structure is a contributing factor to the complaints we have received. No decisions have been made about the 

2 

CITY996 

Case 2:16-cv-02129-SJO-RAO   Document 159-3   Filed 12/29/16   Page 122 of 132   Page ID
 #:2846



< • • 

structure, but the City and the Police Department are evaluating various options. Again, our primary goal Is to ensure 
the safety of a II. 

We welcome your input and encourage an exchange of factual information. One of the ways that the City and Police 
Department communicate to residents on safety matters such as this is through the Neighborhood Watch program. 
encourage you to attend upcoming community outreach programs hosted by the Neighborhood Watch, that when 
scheduled are posted on www.pvenw.org. 

If you have any questions, please don't hesitate to call me. Again, thank you. 

Tony 

c: Mayor and City Council 

Anton (Tony) Dahlerbruch 
City Manager 
City of Palos Verdes Estates 
340 Palos Verdes Drive West 
Palos Verdes Estates, CA 90274 
@ADahlerbruchPVE on Twitter 
310.378.0383 Fax: 310.378.7820 www.pvestates.org 

This is a transmission from /he City of Palos Verdes Estates. The infonnotion contained In this email pertains to City business and is intended solely for 
the use of the individual or entity to whom it is edaressed. If the reader of this message is not en intended recipient, or the employee or agent 
responsible for delivering the message to the intended recipient and you have received this message in error. please advise the sender by reply email 
ond delete the message. 

WARNING: Computer vinises can be transmitted bye-mall. The recipient should check this a-mail and any attachments for the presence of viruses. The 
CITY OF PALOS VERDES ESTATES accepts no liability for any damage caused by any virus transmitted by this e-mail. 

From: Michael Papayans [mailto:mpaps@cox.net] 
Sent: Sunday, February 07, 2016 9:43 AM 
To: James Goodhart <jgoodhart@pvestates.org>; Jennifer King <jking@pvestates.org> 
Cc: City Council <citycouncil@pvestates.org>; City Manager <citymanager@pvestates.org> 
Subject: Chief Kepley complaint 2-7-2016 

February 7, 2016 

Dear Mayor Goodhart, Mayor Pro Tern King and the PVE City Officials 

RE: Chief Kepley policies regarding Lunada Bay. 

Dear Mayor Goodhart, Mayor Pro Tern King and PVE City Officials, 

I am writing this letter to voice my disgust with the way our police resources are being utilized by the current police chief Kepley. As of late I 
have witnessed a ridiculous amount of police force attending to the surf situation at Lunada Bay. In the past two weeks there have been 4 
police car units and at times more than 4 police officers escorting outsiders to the surf. I have also been reading some of his comments in the 
Peninsula News and the Daily Breeze which are completely out of line, ie: "I can't wait to make an arrest". I can't help but wonder where the· 
ex1ra funding to provide this surveillance is coming from or the lack of policing which must be occurring to the rest of the PVE community. 
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I have been living and surfing in this community for over 40 years. I have never seen a physical altercation or assault on the cliffs, down on the 
rocks or in the water. I don't condone any form of localism and I do not belong to a gang. Chief Kepley and the press has over hyped the 
localism situation because of a couple of rotten apples with big mouths and a Jot of hearsay. Now with his words written in the newspapers, 
and his actions, he is inviting surfers from outside our community to be escorted to the surf. He has no idea what a crowded surf spot can 
become. He should go up to Malibu or Point Dume to see how it can effect our community. At Point Dume the local residents were so outraged 
by the car parking problems and traffic that they made it illegal to park near the cliffs and beach access locations without a resident parking 
permit. Do we want this for our community. Who will pay for the extra policing that will continue to be required. The local surfing communjty 
regularly has trash clean up days to remove trash that has been left by outsiders or washed up on the shores after storms. Are the outsiders 
who Chief Kepley is escorting to the surf going to do the same? Highly doubtful. 

I would also like to voice my opinion about the patio on the point of Lunada Bay which Chief Kepley has voiced Intention of removing. The patio 
has existed for over 30 years and Is used by many people and families in our community as well as outsiders enjoying the rocks and tide pools . 

. Being a Civil Engineer myself I can assure you that the structure.is as safe as any other old rock gravity structures In our community like the 
walls at the Malaga Cove Library and the PV Golf Course. Furthermore, removing it would weaken the toe of the cliff slope and cause severe 
erosion to the base of the cliff at the point potentially endangering the houses. above It. Prior to its removal studies would be required such as a 
geotechnical report, geology report and a wave uprush report. Do we really want to waste the tax payers dollars for something like this plus 
whatever it might cost to remove it? Removing it will not stop people from congregating there to view the waves when there is surf. Surfers 
and photographers have been viewing surf from that location before the patio was constructed and will continue to no matter if the patio is there 
or not. 

Our community has a lot more pressing problems that should be addressed like the rash of burglaries to houses and cars that have occurred 
during his tenor as police chief. I also have witnessed a lot of speeding which occurs before PV High School hours (6:30 to 8:30am), the lunch 
hour, and when school gets out. I see a Jot of speeding and passing other cars over double yellow lines, by students and parents going to 
school. I never see anyone being pulled over for citations, none. Chief Kepley is out of touch with our community. He should be properly 
serving and protecting the residents of our city not ex-convicts like Chris Toloa, who only wants to cause trouble In or city and doesn't pay taxes 
or clean up trash along our beloved coastline. I can assure you that I am not the only resident which feels this way. Many residents have 
contacted me to discuss this matter who feel same and are outraged by the latest actions wasting our policing resources and tax payers dollars. 

Respectfully yours, 

Michael S. Papayans 
A Palos Verdes Estates resident since 197 4 
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Nextdoor Malaga Cove - 12/31/15

PVE Surfing Localism In The Media This Week
Jeff Kepley from Malaga Cow

As PVE or area residents, you may have seen the recent LA Times or OC Register
stories this week about the Lunada Bay surfing problems and my position to put an
end to the surfer localism (Google "Surfer Localism" to learn more about it
worldwide). Please allow me to make some comments about this local issue in our
community:

This is an old story and one that I do not consider news or worthy of news
coverage. This story got some attention and traction last year with an undercover
reporter for The Guardian (online news source) secretly video recorded surfers
hassling him in Lunada Bay, and then illegally recorded his later conversation with
a PVEPD police dispatcher at the police lobby. This generated wide interest and
caused many news organizations to re -report it. I never disputed their findings, and
acknowledge we have work to do here with these bullies, and this has beengoing

on intermittently for probably fifty years. Ever since the Guardian's story however,
this trend has continued - meaning that, in this case, the LA Times did a story so
now other media sources want to retread it andbreathe new life into it as if it's
new or newsworthy. I am not interested in keeping this alive, as it is not reflective
of the character of our prideful community and does not, in my opinion, contribute
the solution. I went on the radio talk show "Air Talk" a few months back and
participated in a live radio broadcast with I(PCC and other shows and news
programs, which you may have heard. They are again trying to cover this story and
I have declined to be interviewed several times this week.

Some media reports have given the impression that this community has a group of
local PVE residents called. the "Bay Boys" that is bullying outsiders, like an
organized street gang. While there may be some truth to that and there may be or
has been a Ioosely organized local group, our recent experience most often shows
otherwise. In most cases, these are young men from other areas, who do not live
here, but who surf here and do what surfers do everywhere - hog the waves and
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dissuade others from joining in. This is not unique to this community and in my
opinion is only getting media attention due to the City's name, and for being a
wealthy community. Surfing localism occurs everywhere surfers surf. While this
police department has been criticized for not taking it seriously, we have over the
years done much to address the problem before I took over as Chief. Likely not
enough though.

In response to the current criticism that our PVE Police Department doesn't care
and declines to become involved (as reasonably inferred from the Guardian's
undercover video of the conversation with our dispatcher earlier this year), I have
taken steps to improve safety and demonstrate a more accurate police department
position and response:

Our police officers conduct several daily surfer safety checks along our coastline,
mainly three spots; Malaga Cove, Bluff Cove, and Lunada Bay. The officers are
required to get out of their patrol cars and walk to the bluffs edge (100 feet or
more above the water) and visually monitor the surfers to ensure no assaults,
disputes, or other localism behavior is occurring. This is also a visible deterrent
that lets those in the water know that we are policing the area. The officers also
patrol the parking area along Paseo Del Mar, the street commonly used by surfers
to park their cars. The officers look for evidence of vandalism such as flattened
tires, surf board wax applied to cars, etc., and assaults or disputes. They also greet
surfers to educate and inform them of the situation by disseminating information
cards which encourages localism victims to report any acts of localism to the PVE
Police Department. To date, we have observed no actionable incidents on our daily
surf checks and have had very few incidents reported, all minor. We have met with
prosecutors from the Los Angeles District Attorney's Office to discuss prosecution
of future offenders, including felony gang enhancements should the criminal
behavior meet those legal definitions - let this be a warning to those involved.

All of this is taking precious time away from our police officers patrolling our
streets during an unprecedented increase in residential burglary, which is our
current main focus. While surfing safety is important and something we are
engaged in daily, we have many other policing duties for a small police department
with limited resources.

Our local residents, as far as I can tell, do not focus much attention on this surfer.
issue. A few have sent e -mails to me supporting my stance and reiterating the
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negative light shed upon our great little city by this coverage which they do not
appreciate - they too believe there are more positive attributes about this
community and do not want to be labeled as the place where there is a surfing
problem. For the few that have shared with me that they know of and/or support
the Bay Boys, as this City's Police Chief I will not condone or tacitly approve
illegal conduct of any kind regardless of history, legacy, or residency.

Philosophically, I take great issue with those who engage in this surfer localism
and have great distain for bullying behavior. I have vowed to stop it, arrest those
vandalizing, harassing /assaulting, etc., and will issue a press release when those
arrests are made. Our coastline is unique, beautiful and open to everyone -it is not
a private playground for a few bullying surfers. I think our City and its coastline
should be known as a beautiful, safe place where all people can recreate, surf,
swim, scuba, boat, etc., free of harassment, intimidation, assault, etc. I want to
support and protect our surfers too, both local and visiting. I am disturbed when I
hear residents tell me that their children (some young, some old), who grew up
here, cannot surf in Lunada Bay out of fear about bullies. I've heaxd this too often.

Some may be concerned that my enforcement position will result in our area
becoming too well known and over occupied if everyone is allowed to come here -
assuming the localism limits visits. Well, everyone is allowed now, as a matter of

civil rights and freedoms. And, our PD will address any unlikely increases in
visitors that cause problems. If the media attention is likely to draw more interest
and visitors to our area, know that the only source of media attention now is the
illegal behavior of surfer localism, not actions or inactions taken by this police
department which if anything is a side issue to the main story.

Thank you for your support. I welcome your comments.

Jeff Kepley
PVE Police Chief
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Resvinte /tavesdgetloas

December S, 2016

Christopher Bachmann Taloa
14767 Valley Spring Lane
N. Hollywood, CA 91602

Dear Mr. Taloa,

You have been identified by the law firm Hanson Bridgett LLP as a witness for
the plaintiffs in a civil lawsuit against the 'Lunada Bay Boys' and others. I am a
Private Investigator working for the defense in this case and would like to meet
with you for an interview. While you are not under any obligation to speak to
me, your decision to only speak to the plaintiffs may impact your credibility at
trial.

Please contact me by phone or email (below), so we can arrange a date for your
interview.

Since y,

John Hougan, Investigator

(949)422-8344
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Palos Verdes Homes Association

http://pvha.org/[12/28/2016 4:35:06 PM]

Learn More

To protect this utopian landscape and future property
 values an Art Jury was established in 1923.

History

Learn More

Check our calendar regularly for meetings and
 upcoming events. Click on calendar event for meeting
 agendas and additional info

Calendar

Learn More

Find the documents you will need to submit for an
 upcoming building or remodeling project.

PVHA and Art Jury
 Submittal Forms and

 Documents
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 Palos Verdes Estates
Ever since people began to congregate together in
 cities, and even in country communities, the
 problem of touching elbows has been with us. In
 Palos Verdes Estates constant effort has been
 directed to building an ideal garden suburb and
 residence park, with all the advantages of the city,
 in the country.

 -Excerpt from 1923 publication on PVE

Welcome to PVHA.org
From the beginning, the Palos Verdes Homes Association and the architectural review committee know as the
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